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Rapids, Eerdmans, 1969

The Book of Revelation (New International Commentary on the New

Testament), Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1977

Peterson, Eugene H

Witherington, Ben

Reversed Thunder, San Francisco, HarperCollins, 1991

Revelation (New Cambridge Bible Commentary), Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge, 2003

Chapter 11

Mounce, and others, consider chapter 11 to
correspond to the contents of the little book of
chapter 10. This chapter is particularly difficult
to interpret.

Witherington comments, "Koester suggests
that in Rev 11 we have an overture to the last
half of the book, introducing us in summary
form to the conflict between God's people and
the Beast that is recounted in Rev 12-19."

Verse 1

Kot €3661 pot kdhopog 6potog papdm, Aéymv:
"Eyeipe kai pétpnoov tov vadv tod Beod kai 10
BuclooTplov Kol TOLG TPOGKLVODVTIS £V
avT@.

£600n Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s 61dwut
kolopog, ov m reed, measuring rod
opo1og, a, ov like

pafdog, ov f stick, rod, sceptre
gyepo  raise

petpe® measure

voog, ob m temple, sanctuary

"The measuring of the temple is a symbolic
way of declaring its preservation. The
background is probably Ezekiel 40-42 where
the prophet in a vision watches every part of
the temple measured with painstaking care."
Mounce. Mounce considers the temple to be a
picture of the church and its measuring to be
equivalent to the sealing of 7:1-8. "God will
give spiritual sanctuary to the faithful believers
against the demonic assault of the Antichrist."”
Witherington thinks that Joh's use of vaoc,
which means the inner sanctuary rather than
the temple complex, also supports the idea of
protection.

Bvuclaotprov, ov n altar
mpockuve® Worship

Verse 2

Kot TV avAny v EEmBev 10D vaod EkPale
£EmBev, Kol pun avTnv petpriong, 6t £660n toig
£€Bveotv, kal TNV TOAW TV dyiov TaTHooVoLY
ufvog teocepdrovta dvo.

avAn, ng f court, courtyard

€Embev adv & prep outside

gxPodre Verb, aor act imperat, 2s éxBollw
throw out, cast out

£€600n Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s d15mpu

£€0veotv  Noun, dat pl €6voc, ovg n nation; ta
€. Gentiles

"The distinction between the sanctuary and the
outer court is a way of pointing up the
limitations placed upon pagan hostility (cf.
Morris...). It may physically decimate the
witnessing church (in 11:7 the two witnesses
are killed), but it cannot touch the real source
of life (the witnesses are raised and ascend to
heaven; 11:11-12)." Mounce.

nmohg, ewg T city, town
aywog, a, ov holy

|Another designation for the church.

nmatem trans trample

unv, unvog m month
teooepokovta  forty

dvo gen & acc évo dat dvowv two

"The temporal designation of forty-two months
(11:2; 13:5) is also given in Revelation as 1260
days (11:3; 12:6) and 'a time, and times, and
half a time' (12:14). Its primary reference is to
the period of Jewish suffering under the Syrian
despot Antiochus Epiphanes in 167-164 BC. It
became a conventional symbol for a limited
period of time during which evil would be
allowed free rein. In Luke 21:24 it is called
'the times of the Gentiles'." Mounce.
Witherington comments, "The reference to
forty-two months comes from Daniel and is
just another way of rendering the period of
three and a half years, that final penultimate
period before the end of history."
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Verse 3

Kol SO TO1g SVGLV LAPTLGIV oL, Kol
TPOENTEVGOVGLY NUEPAG XIMOG OL10KOGI0G
g&nkovta, mepPePANUEVOL GAKKOLG.

dwow Verb, futact indic, 1's b

dvo gen & acc dvo dat dvoiv two

paptug, poptopog dat pl poptoecy m
witness

The two witnesses are modelled upon Moses
and Elijah (cf. 2 Kings 1:10ff; 1 Kings 17:1;
Ex 7:14-18; 8:12). They are a symbol of the
witnessing church. Witherington thinks that
the reference may be to two specific churches
that are undergoing persecution and even
martyrdoms — for instance, Smyrna and
Philadelphia.

yiMog Noun, nom s or Adjective, f acc pl
yag, adog f a thousand

dwkootoy, o, o two hundred

é€nrovto  Sixty

nepiPePAnuévor  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
neppario put on, clothe, dress

ocakkog, oo m sackcloth, mourning dress

Cf. Zech 13:4. Their message is a call to
repentance and is reflected in their dress.

Verse 4

Obroi elow ai dHo Ehaion kai ai §Ho Avyvia ai
Evamov tod Kupiov TG Yiig £E0TdTEC.

éhoua, ac  olive tree
Myvia, ag f lampstand

A symbol of the church in chapter 1.
Witherington adds, "The witnesses are called
olive trees for they carry in them the fuel by
which the candlestick could be lit."

gvomov prep with gen before
éotdteg Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl ioctnu

Cf. Zech 4. "By these two metaphors John is
emphasizing a truth concerning the church
which has always been true but is especially
appropriate in times of persecution — that the
power and authority for effective witness lie in
the Spirit of God." Mounce. Cf. Zech 4:6.

Verse 5

kai &1 Tig avtovg BEAeL ddikTioat, TOp
EKTOpEVETOL €K TOD OTONATOGC AOTMY Kol
katecigl Tovg ExBpovg aVT@V: Kol €1 Tig
Belnon avTovg Adikiioat, oVT®S 6T AV TOV
amoxtavoijvat.

Behw  wish, will

adwem wrong, harm

mop, og n fire

ékmopgvopat  go or come out
otopa, Tog N mouth
kotecthw eat up, devour

Cf. 2 Kings 1.

€x0pog, a, ov enemy

ovtmg adv. thus, in this way

det impersonal verb it is necessary
anoxtewo Kill, put to death

Verse 6

obtot &yovcty Ty éEovciav KAeloot TOV
o0povoV, tva U VETOG PPéym TOG MUEPOG TTG
mpopnteiag adtdv, Kol E&ovaiav Eyovaty nt
TGV VOATOV GTPEPEY ADTAL €1 OO Kal
matd&on TV yijv "év mdon TAnyf 0cdKig 0
feiowoty.

¢€ovoa, og T authority, power
KAew shut, shut up, lock
VETOG, 0L M rain

Bpeyw rain, send rain, wet

|Cf 1 Kings 17:1; Jas 5:12-18,

otpepm turn
aipa, atog T blood

|Cf. Ex 7:20.

natacom  Strike
mnyn, ng f plague, misfortune

|cf. Ex8:12.

oocaxig adv. as often as; ocoakig £av
whenever

"God's servants in the new dispensation have
just as great resources as did Moses and Elijah
in the old." Morris.

Verse 7

Kai 8tav tehécwoty v paptupiov adtdv, T0
Onpiov 10 dvaPaivov €k Tiig Afvccov TooEL
pet’ adT®dV TOAEUOV KOl VIKNOEL aDTOVG Kol
GmokTEVET 0TOVC.

otav when

tehew complete, finish

paptopua, ag T testimony, witness
Onpwov, ov n animal, beast
avofoive come up, ascend

Mounce says this is "the major antagonist of
the church in the last days ... the Antichrist."

molepog, o m war, battle

Supports the view that the witnesses are not
individuals but a picture of a large group.

Vika®m Conguer, overcome
amoxtevel Verb, fut act indic, 3 s dnoxteve
kill, put to death

Verse 8

Kol 70 TT®dPo a0tV Eml ThG TAaTEIOG THG
TOLEWC TG UEYOIANG, TS KOAETTOL
TVELUATIKAC Xodopo kol Afyvrtog, dmov Kai 0
KOpLog anTdv EoTanpmon.

ntopa, Tog N body, corpse
matewa, ag f wide street
nohg, ewg T city, town
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ootig, ftig, 6 1 Who, which
nvevpartikog  spiritually, symbolically
Yodoua, v N Sodom

omov adv. where

otavpow  crucify

Mounce says that the reference is to Rome.
"The witnesses meet their death at the hands of
the Antichrist, whose universal dominion was
in John's day epitomised by the power of
Rome. The inclusion of a reference to the
crucifixion is not to identify a geographical
location but to illustrate the response of
paganism to righteousness.” Witherington,
however, writes, "We must see the reference to
Sodom and Egypt as a statement about the
spiritual status of Jerusalem. It was a city
occupied and, in fact, trampled underfoot in
AD 95 by Gentiles. 'Sodom' was a prophetic
title for Jerusalem that implied its judgment (Is
1:9-10; Jer 23:14; Lam 4:6). In other words it
is a place of oppression, slavery and gross
immorality." Morris thinks that the great city is
"every city and no city. It is civilized man in
organized community."

Verse 9

Kol BAETOVGIY €Kk TAV AadV Kol GLUAGDY Kol
YAOGG®V Kol E0vAV TO TTAHA 0OTOV NUEPAS
TPELG Kal UGV, Kol TO TTOUATA 0DTOV 00K
apiovow tedijvar €ig pvijpa.

Brenw see, look

Aoog, oo M people

ouAn, ng T tribe, nation

vhwooa, ng f tongue, language
€0vog, ovg N nation

TPELS, TPLo. gen tpwwv dat tpiow three
NUIOVG, €10, v gen Muicovg half

The three and a half days of their public
exposure corresponds to the three and a half
years of their ministry.

ntoua, Tog 1 body, corpse

aopiovowv Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl demut
allow

teBfivon  Verb, aor pass infin tibnu place

uvnua, tog f tomb, grave

Witherington comments, "That the bodies of
the witnesses were not allowed to be buried
was considered in the ancient near east the
ultimate way to disgrace or shame someone
(see Isa 5:25; Ps Sol 2:30 ff.)."

Verse 10

Kol ol KatotkoUvTeg €mi Tig YT|g yaipovoty én’
avToig Kol evepaivovTal, Kol d®Ppa TELYOVOLY
éAARAO1E, BTt 0DTOL O 10 TpOoPTiTarL
gpacavicav Tovg katotkodvtag Emt Tig YiiG.

katowken live

|The unbelieving world.

yapw rejoice, be glad

gvppaivovrar Verb, pres midd/pass indic, 3 pl
gvppovow make glad; pass be glad

dwpov, ov n gift

nepnw send

aMmAov, oig, ovg reciprocal pronoun one
another

|Cf. Esth 9:19,22.

BacoaviCw torment, disturb

"The world has always shown its hostility to
the message of God — a truth which ought to
give some concern to the contemporary church
existing for the most part rather comfortably in
a world of increasing wickedness." Mounce

Verse 11

Kot peta tag tpeig fuépog Kol fjiucv mvedpa
Cofg €k toD Ogod giofAbBev &v avtoig, Kai
gotnoav &nl Tovg TS OVTAV, Kol pOog
péyog énémeoey €nt Tovg Bepodvtag avTovG:

Com, g T life
glofABev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s gicepyopon

enter

|Cf. Ezek 37.

gotmoav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl ioctnm
stand

nd6dag Noun, acc pl movg, Todog m  foot

@oPoc, ov m fear

énémeoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s émumumte
fall upon, come upon

feopem see, watch, observe

"Since murder is the last resort of man, what
can be done about those who rise from the
dead! The resurrection of the church is a sure
indication that God possesses the ultimate
authority over life and death.” Mounce.

Verse 12

Kol fiKovoav emVIG LeydAng €k Tod ovpavod
Leyovong ovtoig Avépate @S¢, kai dvéfnoav
€lg TOV 00pavoV &v Ti] vepérn, Kol £é8edpnoav
avToLg o1 £xHpol avTAV.

avapate Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
avofoive come up, ascend

®de adv here

vepein, ng T cloud

Echoes of what is said of Elijah in 2 Kings
2:11. A sign of God's vindication of his
witnesses.

€x0pog, 0, ov enemy
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Verse 13

Kai &v €keivn 1 dpa Eyéveto oelopog péyag,
Kol 10 dékatov Tig TOAemG Emecey, Kol
amektvOnoav &v 1@ celou@d ovopata
avOpOTOV YIAMAdES ETTA, KOl 01 Aotmol
gnpopot éyévovto kol Edmkav d6Eav 1@ Bed
70D 0VpOVOD.

Verse 15

gkewoc, 1, o demonstrative adj. that

opa, og T hour, moment

&yévero Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s ywopon
oelopog, ov M earthquake

Koai 0 €Bdopog dyyehog EcdAmicey: kol
€yE€vovto pvai peydiat £v @ obpovd
Aéyovteg ‘Eyévero 1) Pacireio Tod kdopov tod
Kupiov NudV Kol ToD ¥p1oTod avTod, Kol
Baotlevoet gig ToVG aidVIS TOV AidVOV.

Cf. Ezek 38:19-20; Zech 14:5.

£Bdopog, n, ov  seventh
colmiim sound a trumpet
Koopog, ov m  world
Bactlevw rule, reign

dexatog, n, ov tenth

gneoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s mutto fall,
fall down

anextdvnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
ATOKTEWV® See V.7

ovoua, Tog N name, person

yaag, adog f athousand

énto. seven

lowmog, 1, ov rest, remaining, other

éupopog, ov full of fear

gdwkav Verb, aor act indic, 3pl st

do&a, g f glory

"Glasson refers to the common saying, 'It's all
over bar the shouting,' and remarks that the
only difference is that the shout of victory has
already begun... During his earthly ministry
Jesus had resisted the tempting offer of Satan
to hand over the kingdoms of this world in
exchange for worship (Mt 4:8-9). Now this
sovereignty passes to him as a rightful
possession in view of the successful
completion of his messianic ministry."
Mounce.

Verse 16

Some think that this is repentance and even
conversion. Mounce says, "Kiddle is correct in
his view that in that day 'the great mass of
mankind will have committed the
unpardonable crime of deifying evil.' They
give glory to God ‘when they are compelled by
overriding terror to recognize that the true
Lord is Christ and not Antichrist." On the
other hand, Fiorenza writes, "It is crucial to
recognise that Revelation's rhetoric of
judgment expresses hope for the conversion of
nine-tenths of the nations in response to
Christian witness and preaching. Otherwise,
one will not understand that the author
advocates a theology of justice rather than a
theology of hate and resentment." Similarly,
Koester points out the contrast when one
compares 1 Kings 19:18 to Rev 11:13. In the
former, all but 7,000 embrace idolatry, in the
latter all but 7,000 glorify God. "The
conversion of the nations, rather than their
destruction is God's will for the world."

Kot ol glkoot téooapeg mpecPotepot ol
&vamov tod Bgod kabnuevol €rl Tovg Bpovoug
avT®V Emecayv Eml TA TPOGMTO, AVTAV Kol
mpocekHvnoav 1@ Bed,

gikool twenty

tecoapeg Neut teocapa gen teccapov four

gévomiov prep with gen before

kabnuon  Sit, sit down

Opovog, o m throne

¢necav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mnte fall,
fall down

npocwnov, ov n face

npookvvew Worship

Cf. 4:10; 5:8,14; 19:4.

Verse 17

Aéyovtec: Evyapiotodpév cot, kbpte, 6 0edg, 0
TAVTOKPATOP, 6 AV Kol 6 v, 8Tt sineag v
Svvapiv cov v peydAnv kol éacitevoag.

Verse 14

gvyapote thank, give thanks
TOVTOKPOTOP, 0pog M Almighty

‘H ovai 1| devtépa amiAbev: 150U 1) ovai 1
Tpitn Epyetan TayD.

ovar woe!

devtepog, a, ov second

Tp1tog, 1, ov  third

toxv adv quickly, without delay, soon

Verses 15-19

Cf. 1:8; 4:8. "In the same two passages, as well
as in 1:4, he is the one who is, who was, and
who is to come. In the present verse (and in
16:5) the third member is omitted because his
coming is no longer seen as future. Already he
has come and entered upon his reign."
Mounce.

gimopag Verb, perf act indic, 2s Aoppave

The remainder of chapter 11 is a "summary of
all that is still to come™ Barclay.

The perfect indicates a permanent taking of
power.

duvayug, ewg T power
Bactievw see v.15.
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Verse 18

Verse 19

xai T E0vn dpyicOnoav, kol A0V 1 dpyh Gov
Kol 0 Kapog T@V vekpdv Kpdijvat kol dodvat
1OV HeBov toig 600G GOV TOTG TPOPNTAULS
Kol Toig ayiolg Kol toig poPovpévolg to dvoud
00V, TOLG KPOVG Kol TOVG peydAovs, Kol
SrapBeipar Tovg dtapdeipovtag TV Yijv.

Kai npvoiyn 6 vaog tod 0eod 0 &v @ ovpavd,
Kol dEON 1 KPOTOg THig d1abMKng avTod €v Td
va@® avtod- kol £yEvovto AoTpamal Kot pmvol
kai Bpovtal kol oelopog Kol yoralo pLeydan.

g6vn  Noun, nom & acc pl £6vog, ovg n
nation, people; ta . Gentiles
opyioOnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
opyouar be furious, be angry
opyn, ng f wrath, anger

|Cf. Ps 2:2,5,12.

Kopog, ov M time, appointed time
vekpog, o, ov dead
kpOfvor  Verb, pres pass infin kpive judge

"Verse 19 is a response to the hymn of praise
in verses 17 and 18. The ark of the covenant
corresponds to the rewarding of the faithful,
and the cosmic disturbances to the outpouring
of God's wrath." Mounce. Witherington adds,
"The ark was the locus of God's Word and his
presence, and, in apocalyptic vision, it is quite
proper to stress the heavenly nature of these
things. It is accompanied by the usual signs of
theophany and of God coming down, which is
the ultimate event."

The triumph of God's wrath is proclaimed in
14:10-11; 16:15-21 and 20:8-9.

dodvor verb, aor act infin didmu
wobog, ov M pay, wages, reward
doviog, o m slave, servant
aywog, a, ov holy

poBeopon fear, reverence

nvoiyn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s dvoryw
open

vaog, ov m temple, sanctuary

@ebn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s opaw trans
see; pass. appear

kipwotog, ov f ark, box

Sdwfnim, ng covenant

"A reasonable translation would be, 'To thy
servants the prophets, and to the saints — those
who fear thy name, both small and great.'
There are two groups (prophets and saints),
who are further described as fearing the name
of God. This arrangement holds intact the
expression 'thy servants the prophets' (which
occurs again at 10:7) and joins to it a second
group (the saints) as in 16:6 (‘the blood of the
saints and prophets"), 18:24 (order reversed),
and 22:9 (‘the prophets and ... them that keep
the words of this book' — that is, saints)."
Mounce.

Both the blessing of his people and the
judgement of rebels proceed from the covenant
faithfulness of God (cf. 16:1). "This vision
promises God will be faithful to his Word and
maintain fellowship with his covenant people.”
Witherington.

aotpann, ng T lightning, ray
Bpovtn, g f thunder
ogwouog, ov m earthquake
yorala, ng f hall

These events recall the giving of the law at
Sinai.

wikpog, a, ov little, small, insignificant
SwpOeipon  Verb, aor act infin dwapbeipw
destroy, ruin

Postscript

Cf. 2 Thess 1:6-7. A reference here to the
Roman empire of John's day. "The wrathful
ones will receive wrath, and the destroyers will
be destroyed." Witherington.

Witherington speaks of the book of Revelation,
in common with all apocalyptic literature, as
‘'resistance literature.' He comments that it
needs to be read as such. It is a call to active
but nonviolent resistance to the oppressive
powers that be, a resistance that involves
witness to Jesus Christ as supreme Lord,
witness which leads both to the extension of
his kingdom but also to persecution, even to
the point of death. Prayer also plays a vital part
for it is a cry to God for justice, for him to
vindicate his oppressed people.
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Witherington comments, "Sometimes there has
been an overreaction to this particular section
of Revelation, and in some quarters judgment
has been banished as a topic of Christian
discourse or belief. In protest against the latter
H. Richard Neibuhr once wrote that the
essential message of liberal protestantism was,
'A God without wrath brought me without sin
into a kingdom without judgment through the
ministrations of a Christ without the cross." ...
It needs to be recognised that a God without
judgment is also a God who does not care
about justice, which is to say a God who is
neither holy nor righteous nor fair. According
to John and other NT writers, God's love is a
holy love, and therefore it could not neglect the
issues of justice and fairness. If one is a
persecuted believer, one could easily say that
for God to neglect justice or judgment would
not be a loving thing to do. God must in the
end vindicate not only his own people but the
divine nature itself, or people will never
recognise the full character of God, nor will
God's plan for the rectification of a lost world
come to fruition.”
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