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Chapter 8

Following the parenthesis of Ch 7 the drama
returns to the opening of the seventh and final
seal.

These are trumpets which will herald the day
of God's wrath, Zeph 1:14-16 — like the
trumpets blown before the fall of Jericho.

Verse 1

Verse 3

Kai 6tav fjvoigev v cepayida v £Boounv,
€y£veto otyn &v T® oDPaVR OC MHLOPLOV.

otov when

avoryo see 5:2

oppayic, 1dog T seeb5:1

éPpdopoc, n, ov seventh

gyévero Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s ywopou
own, ng T silence

ovpavog, ov m heaven

nuwptov, ov N half an hour

Kai dArog éryyehog R0y kol éotddn &mi tod
Buclaotnpiov Exov MPavetov ypucodv, Kol
£€000M avT® Bupudpato ToALL tva ddoet Toig
TPOGELYOIG TV aylmv Tavtwv &nl T0
Bvclaotplov T ¥pLcoV 10 EVATIOV TOD
Bpdvov.

A dramatic pause. Cf. Hab 2:20; Zeph 1:7-8;
Zech 2:13.

The seven trumpets and seven bowls in part
recapitulate the themes of the seven seals. But
it is not wise to seek to impose too rigid a
structure upon the book.

dArog, m, o another, other

€otabn Verb, 2 aor act indic, 3 s iotmut

Bucuaotplov, ov N altar

MBaveotog, ov M censer, incense
container

ypvoovg, 1, oov made of gold, golden

Ouapa, atog N incense

npocegvyn, ng f prayer

aywog, a, ov holy; oi ayior God's people

Verse 2

Kad €160V ToVG £t dyyélovg ol Evdmiov Tod
Beod otracty, Kai £600ncav avtolg Enta
GOATTYYEG.

£nTOL Seven

The use of the definite article indicates
particular angels. Jewish tradition and
apocalyptic seems to have considered that
there were seven angels who stood in the very
presence of God and presented to him the
prayers of the saints (Tobit 12:15). These
seven angels are named in the book of Enoch.
Cf. 1sa 63:9; Lk 1:19.

évomov see 7:9

éotikoowy  Verb, perfact indic, 3 pl ot
stand

£600ncav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl d16mu

colmié, ryyoc f trumpet

Similar to the scene in 5:8 which preceded the
opening of the seven seals.

va dwoel Toig TPocEVYis TOV AyimV TUVI®V
‘that he might add it to the prayers...' Some
suggest that the reference is to Christ and his
intercession. Mounce thinks it unlikely that
Christ would be referred to in such an
indefinite fashion. Witherington writes, "Does
the adding of incense by the angel mean that
the angel's prayers are being added to those of
the saints, or does the incense simply facilitate
the prayers of the saints reaching and being
acceptable to God? ... It seems likely that the
angel is seen as the saints presenting their
prayers to God. Once the prayers are offered,
they are just as quickly answered as the angel
becomes an avenging angel, casting coals from
the altar upon the earth."
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Verse 4

Kol AvéEPT O Kamvog TV OLUIOUATOV TOIG
TPOGEVYOIG TAV AylmV £K YEPOG TOD AyyEAOL
évamiov tod Beod.

avépn  Verb, aor act indic, 3s avapawveo go
up, ascend

Komvog, o M smoke

xe, xewpog T hand

Verse 5

"Notice that while the first four judgments
affect the church [though are not directed
against it], the last three do not. The last three
are demonic attacks from which the church is
protected.” Witherington.

Verse 6

Koai ol énta dyyelot ol £yovTeg T0G EnTa
GOATLYYag TOitacay avToVS iva GoATicmoY.

Kol €ineev 0 dyyelog tov MPavetov, Kol
gyépuoev anTov €K ToD TLPOG TOD
Buclactpiov, kol EBodev eig v yiv: Kol
€yévovto Ppovtal kal poval Kol dotparmol kol
OEoUOG.

Ento See v.2
stoypalw prepare, make ready
colmiim sound a trumpet

Verse 7

gilnepev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s Aappovo

MBavotog, ov M see v.3

yveplo il

nop, og n fire

BoAlw throw, pour

gyévovto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 pl
ywopon

Bpovtn, ng f thunder

dotpann, ng f lightning

ogwopog, ov m earthquake

Kol 6 mpdtog éodAmicev: Kol éyéveto yariola
kol Thp pepuypéva &v aipatt, kol EAN0ON &ig
v yfiv- Kol 10 Tpitov Tig VNG Katekdn, Kai to
Tpitov TV dEVOpPV KaTEKAN, KOl ThG XOpTOG
YAOPOG KATEKAT).

npwtog, N, ov first
yorala, ng f halil

Cf. Ex 19:16ff. "The action is somewhat
parallel to that of Ezekiel's vision in which a
man clothed in linen fills his hands with coals
of fire from between the cherubim and scatters
them over the city (Ezek 10:2-7). The prayers
of the saints play an essential part in bringing
the judgement of God upon the earth and its
inhabitants. The martyrs' plea in 6:10 (‘How
long, O Master, the holy and true, dost thou
not judge and avenge our blood on them that
dwell on the earth?") is here answered in part.”
Mounce.

"The first trumpet corresponds to some degree
with the seventh plague in Exod 9:23ff. except
that this hail is mixed with blood — a gruesome
rain indeed." Witherington.

mop, og n fire

peptypévo Verb, perf pass ptc, fnoms & n
nom/acc pl pryvopr mix, mingle

aipa, atog f  blood

tprtog, 1, ov third; 7o t. one third

A larger fraction than the effect of the seven
seals.

Revelation 8:6-11:19 — 7 Trumpets

kotekdn Verb, 2nd aor pass indic, 3 s
katakoww burn, burn up, consume

devdpov, ov n tree

¥0pTOC, O M grass, vegetation, shoot

yAwpog, o, ov green (pale)

"The second series of sevens centres around
the blowing of trumpets... The first four
[judgments announced by these trumpets] are
attacks on nature and the cosmos, the last three
are directed against wicked humanity — the
destroyers of the earth (11:18).

"Though these judgments are much more
fearsome than the seven seals, they are
balanced in a way the seals are not; namely,
there is an announcement of the coming
salvation as well. The trumpet scenes end in
joy with a virtual coronation scene, like in Rev
5. These judgments, however gruesome, are
not (at least in the case of the preliminary
ones) punitive or final but rather are
chastisements meant to lead humans to
repentance. John's ultimate aim is to proclaim
the calm and victory after the storm, though he
gives us the storm in graphic detail as well...

"The trumpet-plagues are directed against a
world adamant in its hostility toward God. As
the intensity of the judgments increases, so
also does the vehemence with which man
refuses to repent (9:20-21; 16:9, 11, 21). But
the trumpet judgements are not final. They
affect a significant proportion but not all of the
earth (one-third occurs twelve times in vss. 7-
12). Their purpose is not so much retribution
as to lead men to repentance. Like the
watchman and his trumpet in Ezekiel 33, they
warn the people of impending danger...

"As plagues preceded the release of the
children of Israel from their Egyptian masters,
so also will plagues precede the Exodus of the
church from hostile political powers. We are
dealing here with that montage of divine
judgments upon a recalcitrant world which
leads to the return of Jesus Christ as sovereign
Lord." Mounce.
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Verse 8

Kai 0 devtepog dyyehog E60ATIGEY" Kl (G
Opog péya Topl kaopevov ERANON eig v
OdAacoav: kai yéveto 1O Tpitov Ti|g
BoAdoong oipa,

0pog, oug N mountain, hill
kouw light, keep burning, burn

A plant with a strong and bitter taste. For the
metaphorical use of this name cf. Prov 5:3-4;
Lam 3:19; Jer 9:15; 23:15 — the latter two
passages speak of drinking wormwood as
God's punishment on his people.

The picture may have come from the eruption
of Vesuvius that destroyed Pompeii and which
had occurred less than 20 years before John
wrote the Apocalypse. But it clearly
"represents an eschatological judgement which
goes beyond any explanation in terms of
natural phenomena.” Mounce.

anébavov Verb, aor act indic, 1s & 3pl
anobvnoko die

gmxpavOnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
mkpawve make bitter; pass. become
bitter

"This contamination of the fresh water supply
recalls the first Egyptian plague in which the
water was turned to blood (Ex 7:20)." Mounce.

Baracoa, ng f sea

Verse 12

Witherington writes, "It is not clear whether
John envisions a sea full of blood, or just a
boiling blood-red sea."

Verse 9

Kol 0 tétaptog dyyehog €écdAmioev: Kol EmAnyn
10 Tpitov 10D HAlov Kai 1O Tpitov THiG GEANVNG
Kol 10 Tpitov TV AoTépmV, (va 6KOTIGHT TO
Tpitov ATV Kol 1 UEPa U eAvr To Tpitov
avTiig, kai 1 vO& opoimg.

kol améBave 1O TPiToV TAV KTIGUATOV TOV €V
] Boddoon, ta Exovia Woyds, Kai T Tpitov
TV mhoilmv deebipnoav.

anébavev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s drofvnokw
die

KTiopo, Tog N what is created, creature

yoym, ng T life, 'soul’

mAowov, ov N boat, ship

depbapnoav Verb, 2nd aor pass indic, 3 pl
Swpbepw destroy, ruin

Verse 10

TeTOPTOG, N, ov  fourth

émqyn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s Tinocow
strike, smite

nAog, ov M the sun

oeknvn, ng f moon

okoticOfj Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s ckotilopon
be or become darkened

@avn Verb, aor act subj, 3s gawve  shine,
give light

w&, voktog T night

opowng likewise, in the same way

Kol 0 tpitog Gyyehog éoGAmioey: Kai necey €k
70D 00pavoD ACTNP HEYOS KALOUEVOG DG
Aoumdc, Kol Enecev €mi 10 Tpitov TAV TOTUU®DY
Kol €ml TAG TNYAS TAV VOAT@V.

gneoev Verb, aor act indic, 3s mmte fall
aotnp, Epog M star

Koo See v.8

hopmag, adog f lamp, lantern

"The figure is that of a great meteorite set afire
as it plunges through the earth's atmosphere.
Like the blood-red storm and the burning
mountain, it is a symbol of divine visitation."
Mounce.

"The scene recalls the ninth Egyptian plague
with its thick darkness which spread over the
land for a period of three days (Ex 10:21-23).
Constant allusion to the Egyptian plagues is a
way of saying that in the last days God will
again bring punishment upon those hostile
powers which oppress his people. They are the
prelude to the great and final Exodus in which
the church is taken out of the world and enters
into the eternal presence of God." Mounce.

Verse 13

TOTOWOG, OV M river, stream
myn, ng T spring, fountain; well
Vowp, VOaTOog N water

Verse 11

Kai €160v, kai fjkovca £vog deTod TeTopévon
£V LECOVPAVIUATL AEYOVTOC PMVT] HEYOAN
Ovoi ovai oVl ToLG KaTotkodVTag £l TG Y1g
€K TV Aom®dV QOV®V THG 6OATLYYOg TOV
TPV AyyEL@V TV PEALOVTOV GOATICEW.

Kai 0 dvopo Tod dotépog Adyetar 0 Ayvhog.
Kai £y£veTo T0 Tpitov TV VOAT®V €ig dyvBov,
Kol ToAol TV avOpdTOV dnéboavov £k TV
V4TV, T EmkpavOncav.

"Verse 13 serves as a transition between the
four plagues brought by God upon nature to
lead man to repentance and the subsequent

demonic woes in which man will be directly
subject to the forces of the abyss.” Mounce.

ovopa, Tog N name
aywboc, oo m & f wormwood

gidov Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl opow see
€lg, (o, €V gen €vog, piag, vog one, a
detoc, ov m eagle, vulture
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The message of doom is announced by a bird
of prey, cf. 19:17-18. Witherington suggests
that the bird spoken of here may be a vulture,
as in Luke 17:37; cf. also Hosea 8:1.

netopar fly

pecovpavnua, Tog N mid-heaven, high in
the sky

ovar interj. woe! how horrible it will be!

The threefold ‘woe' corresponds with the three
last trumpets.

xatowkew live, settle, inhabit

loutog, M, ov rest, remaining, other

TpELS, TPLo. gen tpwwv dat tpicwv three

uedo (before an infin) be going, be about

Witherington comments, "Here and in the rest
of these plagues John has taken some of his
audience's worst fears and experiences of wars
and natural disasters and ‘blown them into
apocalyptic proportions, and cast them in
biblically allusive terms. The point is not to
predict a series of events. The point is to evoke
the meaning of divine judgment which is
impending on the sinful world.' [Bauckham]"
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