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Hebrews 11:17-19

"The greatness of Abraham's Faith was shewn
by the fact that he was ready to sacrifice his
only son, though it had been before declared
that the fulfilment of the promise which he had
received was to come through him. His
obedience therefore included the conviction of
some signal and incomprehensible work of
God whose promise could not fail." Westcott

Verse 17

[Tiotel Tpocevivoyev APpadyt Tov Toadx
nelpalOUeEVOC, Kol TOV LOVOYEVT] TPOGEPEPEV O
T0G Emayyehog avadedpevog,

npooevivoxev Verb, perf act indic, 3 s
npoopepw Offer, present

Note the use of the perfect followed by the
imperfect. Westcott comments, "The first verb
expresses the permanent result of the offering
completed by Abraham in will, the second his
actual readiness in preparing the sacrifice
which was not literally carried into effect.”
Faith is generally tested when it seems that
circumstances run counter to the promises of
God (cf. James 1:12). However, Abraham's
faith was tested by a command of God that
seemed to run counter to the promise.

nepolo test, put to the test, tempt
povoyevng, € only, unique

One cannot help but hear an echo of the use of
povoyevng of Christ in Jn 1:14,18; 3:16,18; 1
John 4:9 — though it is also used of an only
child in Luke 7:12. Hughes comments, "Not
that Abraham was the begetter of no other
sons, for he was the father of Ishmael by Hagar
and was to be the father of other sons by
Keturah; yet there was but one son of the
covenant, namely Isaac, who, contrary to
human possibility, but in accordance with the
power of the promise, was born to Sarah.
Within the perspective of God's infallible
purposes he was the only son."

gnayyeha, og T see v.13

avadeEapevog Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m nom
S avadgyouor receive, welcome

Verse 18

7pog Ov EAainOn 6t 'Ev Toadk kindncetai oot
OTEPLLD,

TpoOg Ov EAainOn Westcott says that this can be

understood in one of two ways:

i) 'he to whom it was said' i.e. of Abraham;

ii) 'him in reference to whom it was said', i.e.
of Isaac.

"The latter rendering is against the structure of

the sentence; though it is in itself possible.”

€wandn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s Aaiew
speak

KAnonoetai  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s kolew

omepua, to¢ h seed, offspring

Cf. Gen 21:12.

Verse 19

Aoyloduevog Ot kai €k vekp@dv Eygipev
duvatog 6 Bgdg 60ev adTOV Kai v mapa oAt
éxopicaro.

Aoywoapevog Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m nom
s Aoyopan reckon

vekpog, o, ov dead

gyelpo  raise

dvvarog, n, ov  powerful, able

|Cf. Gen 22:5 for the implied conviction.

66sv where, from where

napapoin, g f parable, comparison,
proverb

éxopicato Verb, aor midd indic, 3's kopo
midd receive, get back

"So dramatic was the sequence of events that it
was as though Isaac really had died and had
been raised to life again." Hughes.

Westcott suggests that Abraham's faith was
grounded in the fact that Isaac's birth was a
receiving of what was promised in the face of
death (cf. Rom 4:19).
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Hughes includes part of Beza's dramatic verse
on this incident, written in 1550.

Verse 20

[Tictel kol Tepi peAloviov evAdynoev Toadk
tov Takadp xai tov 'Hoad.

uelho (ptc. without infin) coming, future
evhoyew speak well of, bless

Cf. Gen 27. Note that the younger son, Jacob,
is mentioned before the elder. Isaac's blessings
reflect the promise of God.

Verse 21

niotel Tak®dP dmobvijokov EKacTov TdV LIBY
‘Toon e edAOYNCEV, KOl TPOGEKVVNGEY £ML TO
dxpov tig pafdov avtod.

armobvnoko die, face death
£kao10G, M, ov each

Cf. Gen 48:2ff. In each of these instances, the
theme is obedience to the divine choice.

npookvuvew worship, fall down and
worship, fall at another's feet

These words echo an earlier passage in
Genesis 47:31. Hughes says that the two
incidents of blessing and worship, performed
by Jacob from his death bed, are here brought
forward as examples of his faith.

dxpov, ov n extreme limits, tip
pafdog, ov T stick, rod, sceptre

Westcott says that papdog "follows the text of
the LXX which renders a different pointing of
the original from that adopted by the
Massoretes and by other Greek translations™
which have 'bed' (7wn) rather than 'staff’
(7wn). (The LXX predates the work of the
Massoretes by some nine centuries.)

Verse 22

niotel Toone televt®dv Tepl tiig €660V TMV
vidv Topanh épvnuoévevcey, Kol Tepi TV
ootémV avtod éveteilaro.

televtom  die

Joseph's words reflect the promise of God
(Gen 15:13-16) and are therefore an expression
of faith. In the request concerning his bones,
Joseph expresses the fact that he has an interest
in the land of promise — that land rather than
Egypt is his country or homeland.

The writer's purpose here is to encourage the
Hebrew Christians to whom he was writing, to
go on in faith to the end — even to death —
looking to the sure promise of God beyond.

€€odog, ov f departure, death

Occurs in Lk 9:31 of Christ, and 2 Peter 1:15
of Peter.

uvnuoveve Make mention of

ooteov, ov and dotovv, ov N bone
éverelhato Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
évtedopon command, give orders

The fulfilment of this command is recorded in
Ex 13:19; Josh 24:32.

Verse 23

[Ticter Moboig yevvnBeig Expofn tpipumvov
V10 TV motépev avtod, S1dTt £ldov dotgiov O
mwodiov Kol 00K Epofninoav o didtaypae Tod
Boaclémg.

yvevvaw pass be born

gkpOPn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s kpurtw
hide, conceal

tpunvov, ov n (a period of) three months

natnp, totpog M father

|The plural use in the sense of 'parents’

dott because, for

gidov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl 6poaw see,
perceive

dotelog, a, ov  pleasing, beautiful

|Occurs in LXX at Ex 2:2 (cf Acts 7:20).

modov, ov n  child
eoPeopon fear, be afraid of
dwtayua, tog N order, decree

|A word occurring here only in the NT.

Bactievg, emc M king

"In 3:2ff. above our author draws a comparison
between Moses and Christ in terms of the
faithfulness of each... But even the events of
Moses' infancy foreshadow the experience of
him who is greater than Moses (Heb 3:3), for
the life of the infant Jesus was threatened by
the edict of a despotic monarch ordering the
slaughter of all male children under the age of
two years, and by their faith and obedience
Joseph and Mary were enabled to preserve the
child by taking refuge in the very country
where Moses was preserved (Mt 2:13ff.)."
Hughes.

Verse 24

niotet Mobotig péyag Yevouevog ipvincato
Aéyecbor viog Buyatpog Papam,

ueyac, ueyain, peyo. large, great

vevouevog Verb, aor ptc, mnom s ywouo

npviicato Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
apveopar deny, disown, renounce,
refuse

Buyatnp, tpoc f daughter
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Hughes notes that "the divine purposes were
served equally, given the differing
circumstances, by Joseph's remaining in high
office and by Moses' renunciation of that
privilege. Joseph was God's man to preserve
the little band of his kinsfolk in Egypt. Moses
was God's man to lead the people of Israel
from Egypt to Canaan."”

Occurs here only in the NT. Means looking
away from one object to focus upon another.

wobanodooa, ag f reward

On looking for reward, cf. 2 Cor 4:17f; Heb
12:2; Matt 5:11.

Verse 27

Verse 25

paALov EAOEVOC GLYKaKOVYETGOAL T) A0D
100 Og0D 1| TpdoKaIpOV ExEV ApOPTIOG
andAavoy,

miotel katéMmev Alyvntov, U oPndeig tov
Bopov 100 PaciAémg, TOV Yap AOPATOV OG
OpdV EKAPTEPT|GEY.

katélmev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s katolewmo
leave, leave behind

podlov more; rather, instead

é\ouevoc  Verb, aor midd ptc, m nom s
aipeopor choose, prefer, decide

ovykakovyeopor Share hardship with,
suffer with

Found here only in the NT

Loog, oo m people, a people

n or, than

TPOCKAIpOg, ov temporary, not lasting
apoptwo, ag T osin

anolavoig, emg T enjoyment

Verse 26

Calvin and Owen both argue strongly that the
leaving of Egypt spoken of here is not that of
Moses fleeing after killing the Egyptian, but
the Exodus. Hughes disagrees, as does the
NEB which translates, "By faith he left Egypt,
and not because he feared the king's anger."
Hughes says that Moses knew that 'his hour
had not yet come' and therefore withdrew from
threat (cf. Jn 7:30; 8:20,59; 10:31-39). "The
governing impulse of his flight from Egypt
was faith, not fear."

peilova mhodtov ynodpevog t@dv Alyvmtov
Oncavp®dv 1OV dveldopdov 100 Xpiotod,
améPreney yap €ig Vv pobomodociov.

@oPnbeic Verb, aor pass dep ptc, m nom s
@oPeopor  see v.23

Bopog, ov m anger, rage, fury

dopatoc, ov unseen, invisible

opawm See v.13

pewv, ov and peotepog, o, ov greater,
greatest

movtog, ov M & n riches, wealth

Aynoapevog Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m nom s
nyeopon think, regard, consider

Onoavpog, ov M treasure store

ovediopog, ov M reproach, disgrace,
shame

|Cf.v.1

Koptepee endure, persevere

The term tov ypiotov could refer to Israel as
the anointed of God (cf. Ps 28:8; Hab 3:13). In
this sense, Moses preferred to identify himself
with Israel and with the reward (inheritance)
God had promised to Israel. However, in
context, the reference seems to be to Christ.
Perhaps there is a deliberate play on words:
Moses' identification with Israel was
identification with Christ — as the servant
songs of Isaiah move from a corporate
reference to focus on a particular individual.
Westcott says, "The reproach of Christ is the
reproach which belongs to Him who is the
appointed envoy of God to a rebellious world.
This reproach, which was endured in the
highest degree by Christ Jesus (Rom 15:3) was
endured also by those who in any degree
prefigured or represented Him."

Occurs here only in the NT.

Westcott says that "The idea of kaptepewv is
complementary to the ideas of vmopevewv
(10:32) and poxpoBopewv (6:15). The Christian
has not only to bear his burdens in the conflicts
of life, and to wait for the fulfilment of the
promise which seems so strangely delayed: he
must also bear himself valiantly and do his
work with might through the Spirit (1 Cor
16:13; Eph 3:16)."

Verse 28

TOTEL TEMOINKEY TO TAGYKO KOl TV TPOCYLGV
ToD aiparog, tva un 6 6loBpedmv ta
mpwtdToKa Biyn dTOV.

maocyo N Passover, Passover
npooyvotg, eng T sprinkling (of blood)

Cf. Ex 12:7, 22f.

The word in not found in the LXX or
elsewhere in the NT. The cognate verb is
commonly used in the LXX of the sprinkling
of blood on the altar.

anoPlene Kkeep one's eyes on, give one's
attention to

aipa, atog T blood

ohoBpevw destroy

npwtotokog, ov first-born, first

0iyn Verb, aor act subj, 3 s Giyyave touch
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Verse 29

[Miotel 1éPnoav v 'Epvbpav Odraccav dg
S0 Enpéic yig, fig melpav Aafovieg ol Alyvmtiol
KatendOnoav.

diéPnoav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl dofowvm
Cross, Cross over

|The focus shifts to the faith of the people.

€puvbpog, a, ov red

Baracoa, ng f sea

Enpog, a, ov dry

nepa, og T attempt (Aappave . attempt)

katemoOnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
koromve  swallow, swallow up

That which saved them destroyed their
pursuers, just as "the waters of the flood which
bore up the ark and those sheltering in it were
at the same time the waters which destroyed all
who had scornfully rejected the preaching of
Noah. Thus the gospel is to one ‘a fragrance
from death to death," but to another 'a fragrance
from life to life' (2 Cor 2:16); Christ is set for
the fall as well as for the rising of many (Lk
2:34); he is the chosen cornerstone, so that 'he
who believes in him will not be put to shame,’
whereas to the unbeliever he becomes a rock
of stumbling (1 Pet 2:6-8; Isa 28:16; 8:14f.).
The crucial importance of faith could hardly be
more dramatically emphasised than by the
opposite fortunes of the Israelites and the
Egyptians at the Red Sea." Hughes.

Verse 30

miotel ta telyn Tepyd Emecav kKukhmBévta Emi
EMTO NUEPOLC.

TeL0G, ovg N wall

gnecav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mmte fall,
fall down

kukAwOévta  Verb, aor pass ptc, n nom/acc pl
kukhow surround, march round

énto. seven

Faith in God's appointed means of battle
engages the power of God for the casting down
of strongholds. Spicq comments of faith that it,
"is not concerned with means; it achieves its
objective because God intervenes for its
vindication."

Verse 31

niotel Paaf 1 mopvn 00 cuvandAETO TOig
amelfnoooty, deEapévn To0G KATAGKOTOVG UET
Epmvne.

)

nopvn, g f prostitute

"The list of the champions of Faith whose
victories are specificaly noticed is closed by a
woman and a gentile and an outcast."
Westcott. Cf. Jas 2:25 also Mt 21:31f.

ovvartwieto Verb, aor midd indic, 3 s
ocvvarolopor perish with, be put to
death with

aneidnoacty  Verb, aor act ptc, dat pl
anebew disobey, be an unbeliever

deCapévn  Verb, aor midd dep ptc, facc s
deyopon receive, accept, welcome

KOTOOKOTOS, OV M SpY

gipnvn, g T peace
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