Reading The Greek New Testament ~ www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Day 297 2 Timothy 2:20-3:17

Notes on the Greek New Testament
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Works frequently referenced in these notes on 2 Timothy

Mounce, Willian D
Nelson, 2000

Stott, John R W

Word Biblical Commentary Vol 46: Pastoral Epistles, Nashville, Thomas

Guard the Gospel: The message of 2 Timothy, London, IVP, 1973

Verse 20

"Ev peydin o¢ oikig o0k £ottv povov okedn
xpLod Kol apyvpd GALY kol EVAva Kol
0GTPAKIVO, Kol O HEV gig TV & 8¢ €ig
atiov-

Nywopévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s aywlm sanctify, make holy

Cf. 1 Thess 4:3-4.

ueyac, peyakn, peya large, great

oikia, ag f house, home, household
povov adv only, alone

oKeVOC, oug N object, thing, vessel
xpvoovg, n, ovv made of gold, golden
apyvpovug, a, ovv made of silver

Evlwvog, 1, ov - wooden

0oTpaKivog, 1, ov made of baked clay
wwn, g f honour, respect, price

artyua, ag T disgrace, shame, dishonour

guypnotog, ov useful, beneficial

deomotng, oo m Lord, Master (of God and
of Christ), master (of a house)

ayaBoc, 1, ov good, useful, fitting

Nnrowaopévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s étowpalm prepare, make
ready

Verse 22

It is not that the vessels are dishonourable but
that they are for dishonourable use — such as
collecting rubbish.

T0G 0¢ vemTtepikog Embupiog eedye, diwke O
dwatocOvny, ToTwy, Aydmny, sipivny HeTa TV
EMKOAOVUEVAOVY TOV KOPLOV €K KoBapag
Kapdiag.

Cf. Rom 9:21-24 for Paul's use of a similar
metaphor concerning vessels. However, the
emphasis here is different in Rom 9 and it is v
21 that must govern our understanding of
Paul's present meaning.

vewtepkog, n, ov  youthful, associated with
youth
émbua, ag T desire, lust, passion

Verse 21

gav o0V TIC £KKaBdpY EQVTOV GO TOVTMV,
gotat okedOG €i¢ TNV, NYCHEVOV, EDYPNCTOV
@ deondT, gig Tav Epyov dyabov
NTOWAGUEVOV.

"vemtepikag Embupiac, 'youthful passions,’
could refer to the sensual lusts of youth (cf. 1
Tim 4:12; 5:2; Titus 2:6), but the following
verses do not speak about this issue. While
these may be included, the emphasis is more
on Timothy's youthful temperament and the
possible difficulty of avoiding arguments and
being gentle in instruction.” Mounce.

esvyo flee, run away from, avoid

Cf.1Tim6:11

gav if, even if, though

gxkafapn Verb, aor act subj, 3 s ékxabopw
clean out, make clean

gowtog, Eavtn, savtov him/her/itself

amo Tovtov is partly expounded in vv. 22-23.

goton Verb, fut indic, 3s &iu

"Close and intimate association with
hypocrites may easily lead to moral and
spiritual contamination (1 Cor 15:33... 2 Thess
3:14)... Thus a person must ‘effectively' or
'thoroughly' cleanse himself 'from them’, that
is, from evil men (‘utensils for dishonour’) and
their defiling doctrines and practices; from
such men as Hymenaeus and Philetus and their
disciples, and from their false teachings and
evil habits." Hendriksen.

dwkw seek after, pursue, follow

dwooovvn, ng T righteousness, what is
right

motig, ewg f faith, trust, belief

gipnvn, g T peace

émkalew call; midd call upon, appeal to
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""To call on the (name of the) Lord' is common
terminology in the OT (Gen 12:8; 13:4; Judg
15:18; 1 Kgs 18:24; 2 Kgs 5:11; Pss 116:4, 13,
17; 118:5; Zeph 3:9...). While it can be used of
those who pray in the NT (Acts 2:21), it is
normally broader in scope as it describes those
who align themselves with the Lord (Acts
9:14, 21; 15:17; 22:16; Rom 10:12, 13, 14; 2
Cor 1:23; cf. 1 Cor 1:2). As such it is
synonymous with the earlier phrase 'everyone
naming the name of [the] Lord' (v. 19).
kupog, 'Lord,' specifically is Christ since the
phrase is a description of Christians." Mounce

Fee thinks the verb here is passive and argues
that the reference is not to the false teachers
but to those who have been affected by their
teaching. Mounce says that it is more likely
that Paul is speaking of the opponents.

unmote whether perhaps, perhaps

dwn Verb, aorist act opt, 35 36w

petavowa, ag f repentance, change of
heart

gmyvooig, eog T knowledge, recognition

anmbewa, ag T truth, reality

kobapog, a, ov pure, clean, innocent

Verse 23

The goal of Timothy's actions is not to win the
argument or to come out on top but that, by the
grace of God, the opponents may be brought to
repentance.

TG 0¢ Lopag Kol aradevtovg CNTnoelg
Tapartod, E10MG OTL YEVWDGL Payog:

Verse 26

pnwpog, a, ov foolish

amadevtog, ov  ignorant, stupid,
uneducated

{nmotg, eog T debate, controversy

Kot avavnyooty €k the tod dtaforov mayidog,
ECoypnuévol K avTod &ig TO Ekeivov BEAN L.

|Cf. 1 Tim 1:4

avoviyoowy  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl
avavne® regain one's senses (a. £k
regain one's senses and escape)

naporteopon  keep away from, refuse to
hear

eidwg Verb, perf act ptc, mnom s oido (verb
perf in form but with present meaning)
know

vevvaw be father of, bear, give birth to

noym, ng T quarrel, fight

Verse 24

The verb means to regain one's senses after
drinking.

dwporog, o m the devil

nayg, wog f snare, trap

£Coypnuévolr Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
Cowypew catch, capture

The perfect carries the sense both of having
been captured and of being held captive.

dobLov 0¢& Kupiov ov del payesbot, AAAL fiiov
€VOIL TPOG TTAVTOC, SOAKTIKOV, dveEikarkov,

ékewog, N, o demonstrative adj. that (one),
he, she, it
0elnua, atog n will, wish, desire

doviog, ov m slave, servant

de1 impersonal verb it is necessary, must,
should

poyopor quarrel, fight

Amog, a, ov gentle, kind

|Cf. 1 Thess 1:7.

eivor Verb, pres infin gip
ddaxrtikog, a, ov able to teach
ave€wcakog, ov tolerant, patient

Some think that the final phrase &ig to ékewvov
0ednua refers to God and has in view the result
of escaping from Satan. Mounce supports this
view since it recognises the change in
pronouns from avtog to ékewvog as more than
stylistic. He cites the parallel use in 2 Tim 3:9
which "follows the classical rule of avtog
referring to the near antecedent and éxewvog to
the distant one."

"The qualities enumerated here and in v 25a
are similar to the qualities required of church
leaders in 1 Tim 3 and Titus 1." Mounce

2 Timothy 3:1

Verse 25

Tobto 6¢ yivwoke Ot1 v éoydralg Nuépalg
€VOTIOOVTOL KOLPOL OAETOT

&v mpaimT Taudevovia Tovg
avtidatiBepévong, unmote ddn owToic O 0gdg
petdvolav €ig éniyvootv dAndeiog,

npavtng, ntog (and npaotng) f gentleness,
humility

nodevem  instruct, teach, correct

avtidatidepévoong  Verb, pres midd ptc, m acc
pl dvtidatibspor oppose (6 a.
opponent)

goyatog, 1, ov last, final
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The phrase 'last days' does not refer only to the
days which will immediately precede Christ's
coming: that would make Paul's instructions to
Timothy at the end of verse 5 pointless. It
refers to the whole of the Gospel age (see, for
instance, Acts 2:17 in context and 1 John
2:18). However, Hendriksen believes that there
will be an increase in wickedness towards the
end of the Gospel era. He says that Paul's
words here are "best interpreted as meaning,
"Timothy, constantly realise that in these last
days — this lengthy dispensation — in which we
are now living there will be grievous seasons."
These seasons will come and go, and the last
will be worse than the first. They will be
seasons of ever increasing wickedness (Matt
24:12; Luke 18:8) which will culminate in the
climax of wickedness, the revelation of "the
man of lawlessness” (2 Thess 2:1-12; cf. Matt
24; Mark 13; Luke 21)."

Mounce comments, "In the parallel passage, 1
Tim 4:1-5, there is the same implication
regarding time. The prophecy of apostasy in
the last times originally referred to a future
event, but the context shows that this prophecy
is now in the present time for Timothy...
Although there is no prophecy explicitly
mentioned in 2 Tim 3:1-9, the tenor of the
passage and its parallel to 1 Tim 4:1-5 show
that vv 1-2 are the future in which Timothy
now finds himself embroiled. The future tense
therefore does not exclude the present
inception of the increasingly evil days to
come."

évotnoovtar Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 pl
éviotnu be present

Kopog, ov M time, season, age

yaAemog, n, ov hard, difficult, full of trouble,
stressful

Verses 2-4

The vice list of vv 2-4 has some parallels with
Rom 1:29-31, but is aimed at the specific
situation at Ephesus. Fee comments, "As
always, such lists seem to come down a bit
heavily on the human race and are the object of
attack by those with humanistic tendencies.
But unfortunately the list is only too realistic,
reminding God's people over and over again
that these, too, are 'the last days.™

Verse 2

goovtal yop ot dvBpwmot pilavtot,
PAapyvpot, dhaloves, dePPAVOL,
BAraoonpot, yovedowv amelfeis, dyapiotot,
avooiot,

goovtan Verb, fut indic, 3 pl &iu
puowrtog, ov - selfish, self-centred
puopyvpog, ov fond of money

Cf. 1 Tim 6:10.

The first two vices in this list are words formed
with @ulog and match the last vice piindovot
poAAov dg 1 eriobeot.

aralov, ovog m arrogant boaster
vmepnPavog, ov  arrogant, proud

The first of this next pair is to do with
behaviour while the second is to do with
feelings.

Broconuog, ov  speaking against God,
blasphemous, insulting, slanderous

YOVeLS, Emg M parent

aneng, e disobedient, rebellious

| Cf. Rom 1:30.

ayapiotog, ov ungrateful
avootog, ov irreligious, impious

Verse 3

dotopyot, Gomovoot, d1aPorot, AKPATEIS,
avnuepot, dpidyadot,

dotopyog, ov lacking normal human
affection, inhuman

|Cf. Rom 1:3L.

acmovdog, ov irreconcilable; merciless
dwPorog, ov m the devil; also as adj.
dwPolrog, ov given to malicious gossip

|Occurs 6 times in the PE, cf. 1 Tim 3:6, 11.

axpatng, &g lacking self control, violent

The opposite of the self control, éykpatng,
required of elders, cf. Titus 1:8.

avnuepog, ov fierce, vicious

| Literally, 'untamed.’

apuayabog, ov enemy to goodness

|Again, note the contrast in Titus 1:8.

Verse 4

TPOdOTAL, TPOTETELG, TETLPMWEVOL, PIATO0VOL
paAAov §j e1Ad0eot,

mpodotng, ov M traitor, betrayer,
trecherous person
TpomETNG, £ gen ovg rash, reckless

Occurs elsewhere in the NT only in Acts
19:36.

tetvpopévol  Verb, perf pass dep ptc, m nom
pl tvpoopor be swollen with pride

Cf. 1 Tim 3:6; 6:4.

@tndovoc, ov given over to pleasure

poriov adv more; rather, instead, more
than that

n or, than

@obBeog, ov loving God

The final vice recalls the first and provides a
powerful conclusion to the list.
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Verse 5

Exovteg Lopemaoty evoePeiog Ty 08 duvauy
aVTTig NPVNLIEVOL: KOl TOVTOVG GAOTPETOV.

Verse 7

popowoic, eovg f outward form

evoePewa, og f godliness, godly life,
religion

npvnuévor Verb, perf midd/pass dep ptc, m
nom pl apveopon deny, disown, refuse

mavtote pavOavovta kol pndénote €ig
Eniyvootv aindeiog MOl dvvapeva.

"Paul describes them as perpetrating the myth
of religiosity while their behaviour proves that
they are not what they appear to be, denying
the power, the essence, of true Christianity by
their sins... True Christianity consists not in the
show of religiosity but in the powerful
proclamation of the gospel accompanied by the
life of obedience that conforms to the demands
of the gospel. This fundamental assumption
underlies Paul's statements to Timothy (cf.,
e.g., 1:8-9; 2:15,21). It is the same sentiment
expressed in Titus 1:16: "They profess to know
God, but by [their] deeds they deny [him],
being abominable, disobedient and worthless
for any good work."" Mounce.

navtote always

pavbave learn, find out

undemote adv never

gmyvoolg, eog T knowledge, recognition
aanbewa, ag f truth, reality

€M0elv  Verb, aor act infin épyopat
dvvapor be able to, be capable of

Paul highlights this characteristic of such
people: they love to pursue the latest teaching
but they never come to solid appreciation of
the truth. This is not a characteristic peculiar to
women.

Verse 8

ov tpomov 8¢ Tavvng kol Tapuppiig dvtéotnoay
Moboei, obtmg kol odtor dvBicTavTon T
aAnOeiq, GvOpwmot katepHapuévol Tov vodv,
Gd0KLoL TEPL TV THOTLV.

The focus now shifts to the opponents.

armotpémov Verb, pres midd dep imperat, 2 s
arotpenopon avoid, keep away from

Verse 6

TPOTOG, OV M way, manner; ov t. in the
same way as, as, like

avtéomnoav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
avbwomu resist, oppose, withstand

€K TOVTOV YAp glov ol EVOUVOVTES €iC TOG
oixiag kol aiyparotilovieg yovaikapio
GECMPEVUEVO apapTionc, dyopevo Embupiong
Towioug,

According to Jewish tradition, these were two
of the Pharaoh's magicians who opposed
Moses (see Ex 7:11,22; 8:7,18,19).

gk Tovtmv IS partitive, 'some of these.'

gvéuve enter on the sly, worm in

oikia, ag f house, home, household
aiyporiotilo make captive, take prisoner
yovaikapiov, ov n morally weak woman

The word is diminutive in form, 'little women,’'
and is used pejoratively of the Ephesian
women who were falling prey to the
opponents. It occurs here only in the NT. The
meaning here is 'weak women.'

"Probably when their hushands were not at
home, the women are visited by these peddlers
of strange doctrines. There was a beginning of
this evil practice in Paul's day — or shall we go
back all the way to Paradise." Hendriksen

ovtwg thus, in this way

avOiotavrar Verb, pres midd indic, 3 pl
avoiotnu

kotepBapuévor  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
kataedeipw corrupt, deprave

Vvovug, voog, vot, vobv m mind, thought,
reason, understanding

"The agent of the corruption being the heresy
or possibly Satan (cf. 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 2:26)."
Mounce.

adoxipog, ov failing to meet the test,
disqualified, worthless
motig, ewg T faith, trust, the Christian faith

Verse 9

copeve heap up; pf pass ptc weighed
down, overwhelmed
apoptwo, ag T osin

AN’ 00 Tpokdyovoy €l TAETOV, 1) Yap dvola
avT®V Ekdnrog Eotan AoV, AOG Kol 1) EKElvaV
€YyéveTo.

Perhaps sins of the past which gave the false
teachers opportunity to capture them.

émboa, og T desire, longing, lust
mowthog, 1, ov  various kinds of, all kinds of

ayoueva émbvpiong mowiioug 'led astray by
various passions.'

npokontew advance, progress

TAEIOV, TAEIOV OF TAgov More; &miT.
further, more and more

avouo, ag T stupidity, foolishness

€kdnog, ov clearly evident

gotow Verb, futindic, 2's i

€kewog, n, o that (one), those

gyévero Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s ywvopon
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"Just as the magicians failed to copy Moses'
miracle of the gnats (Exod 8:18-19) and failed
to deal with the boils (Exod 9:11), so also
Timothy's opponents will eventually fail."
Mounce.

"To be sure, the enemies of the faith advance
to constantly increasing ungodliness, and their
word devours like a gangrene (2 Tim 2:16,17),
so that for a while it may seem that their
purpose is going to be achieved and that the
entire organism of the church will be
destroyed. But this never happens, not in any
of the many periods of the church's history, not
even toward the end of the age. The purpose is
always to lead astray: if possible, even the elect
(Mark 13:22), but this is ever impossible! The
thought here is like that in 2 Tim 2:17,18,
followed by the comforting verse 19. God's
solid foundation remains standing."
Hendriksen

Verse 10

>0 8¢ TopnKoAovLONGEG pov 1] didackaiiy, i
ayoyt, tf) Tpobécel, Tfj miotel, Ti] pakpobupig,
Tf] Gydmn, Tf) VooV,

"Paul is reflecting back to his earliest
persecutions, of which Timothy presumably
knew. In Paul's first missionary journey he
travelled to the south central part of Asia
Minor. In Pisidian Antioch Paul was received
well, but then the jealous Jews incited
persecution, and Paul and Barnabas were
expelled (Acts 13:14-52). In neighbouring
Iconium they spent considerable time, but Paul
left when the Jews and Gentiles tried to stone
them (Acts 14:1-5). Then in Lystra, Paul and
Barnabas were initially welcomed as gods, but
eventually Paul was stoned and dragged out of
the city (Acts 14:6-20). Acts 16:1-3 relates that
Timothy was from this region and had a good
reputation in the church (Acts 16:1-3). The PE
also mentions that Timothy was raised in a
believing household (2 Tim 1:5; 3:15). From
this it can be assumed that Timothy knew of
Paul's earlier treatment in these cities, perhaps
even having witnessed both the stoning and
Paul's miraculous recovery (Acts 14:20)."
Mounce.

ov d¢ contrasts Timothy and the following
description of Paul's life with that of the
opponents (3:1-9).

omveyka  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s vmopepw
endure, bear up under

éppocato Verb, aor midd/pass dep indic, 3 s
pvopor save, rescue

nopaxkolovbew follow closely, give careful
attention to

An encouragement for Timothy to trust God in
the face of the sufferings he will have to
endure.

Used of a disciple following his teacher and
learning from him (1 Tim 4:6; cf. Lk 1:3).

Verse 12

dwackoha, ag f what is taught, teaching,
doctrine

ayoyn, ng f manner of life

npobeoic, ewg f purpose, plan, will

kai Tavteg 8¢ ol 0éhovteg (v evoePdc &v
Xpot®d Incod diwydncovror

It was Paul's 'purpose’ that drove him on — the
determination to proclaim the Gospel to the
ends of the earth.

0cho  wish, will
evoefog in a godly manner
Cow live, be alive

mioter Noun, dat s motic, ewg  faith, trust,
belief

pakpobua, ag T longsuffering, patience

vmopovn, ng f patience, endurance

Verse 11

10ig S1wYNOTG, T0iC ALY, O1d 1oL £YEVETO
&v Avtoyeiq, &v Tkovie, év Abotpotg, ofovg
SYHoVG VINVEYKA: KOl €K TAVTIOV [E
€ppucato O KOPLogG.

dwwypog, ov M persecution

nabnpa, tog n suffering

olog, o, ov relative pronoun such as, of what
kind

éyéveto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s ywopot

What does év Xpiotd Incod qualify?
i) It could modify navteg with oi 6ghovteg
gvoePmg {nv being somewhat parenthetical;
ii) It could also modify eboefwg.
Mounce thinks the second is the preferable
reading. "The persecution endured by Paul,
Timothy and others is a necessary consequence
of striving for godliness; thus persecution
functions as an indication of one's pursuit of
godliness (and not so much as a necessary
indication of one's salvation, as the first
arrangement suggests). Timothy can therefore
be encouraged that the troubles he is facing in
Ephesus are the results of godliness and not
some other cause."

dwwydnoovton  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 pl
dwke persecute
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Verse 13

novnpol 8¢ avOpwmot kal YyONTES TPOKOYOLTLY
€mi 1O YEIpOV, TAOVAVTEG KOl TAAVAEVOL.

coopicor Verb, aor act infin copilw give
wisdom

movnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

Cf. 3:9,13 which describe the opponents as
lacking wisdom.

de contrasts the godly with the wicked.

yong, ntog m imposter, charlatan

npokont® advance, progress

YEWP®V, OV gen ovog Worse; €mito y. from
bad to worse

compuo, ag T salvation
motig, eog T see v.10

Cf. 3:1-5.

mavam lead astray, mislead, deceive

"Deceiving others comes back upon the
opponents, making them susceptible to Satan's
deceptions, which leads them on a downward
spiral, deceiving and being deceived to an
ever-increasing degree.” Mounce.

Verse 14

oV 8¢ péve v oig Enadeg kol émotming, idog
napd tiveov Epabdeg,

"Paul now spells out why the sacred writings
are a source of confidence and instruction for
Timothy. In them is the message that enables
Timothy to be wise with a wisdom about
salvation. However, Paul must add a qualifier:
It is not the Hebrew scriptures alone that
should instruct Timothy concerning salvation,
but that scripture understood through the faith
of those who are 'in Christ Jesus." This is
implied in 3:14 and proclaimed in 4:2. It is not,
however, to downplay the significance of the
OT but to emphasise the completeness and
clarity brought by the gospel message.”
Mounce.

ov d¢ cf. v 10.

Verse 16

ueve remain, stay, abide
gnobec Verb, 2 aor act indic, 2 s pavlovo
learn

"In contrast to the false teachers with their
constant endeavour to advance to something
new, Timothy may be satisfied with what he
has already received." Guthrie.

TAGo YpapTn 0£6mvEVOTOG KOl MPEMULOG TTPOG
ddaokoriov, Tpog ELeyUOV, TPOG
Enavopbwooty, Tpog mardeiov Ty €v
dwatoovvy,

ypoon, ng T writing, Scripture
Beonvevotog, ov inspired by God

émotmdng Verb, aor pass indic, 2 s
mortoopar firmly believe, be convinced
of

eidwg  Verb, perf act ptc, mnom s oida
know, understand

He had learned these things not only from Paul
(vv.10,11) but also from his own mother and
grandmother (2 Tim 1:5).

The content of what he has learned is outlined
in the following verses in which the gospel and
the OT are both in view. Paul is speaking of
the whole of God's revelation, first in the
Hebrew Scriptures, but now supremely in
Jesus Christ. Indeed, it is Paul's conviction that
Christ and the gospel provide the key to a right
understanding of God's eternal purposes and
revelation — see how the two are related in the
following verse.

The meaning is 'God breathed', words that
came from his mouth. The thought includes
both origin and power. Cf. 2 Pet 1:20-21.

To translate and interpret Paul to be saying 'All
scripture which is God breathed is profitable ..."
is foreign to the context and to the point of
Paul's argument. "Elsewhere in this passage it
appears that Paul is viewing scripture as a
whole... In its entirety Scripture comes from
God." Mounce.

aeelpog, ov  valuable, useful, beneficial

dwaockaha, ag T see v.10

€\eyuog, ov m refutation of error

gmavopbwoig, emg f correcting faults

nadein, og T discipline; instruction,
training

dwooovvn, ng T righteousness

Scripture is the most powerful resource against
the false teachers.

Verse 15

Verse 17

Kol 671 md Ppépovg ispd ypappaTa oldag, Té
duvapeva oe copical i copiav did TIOTEMG
¢ v Xpiotd Incod-

iva &ptiog 1} O Tod Beod EvOpwmog, TPOG TV
£pyov ayabov EEnpTiopévog.

Bpepoc, ovg n baby, infant, childhood
iepog, a, ov sacred, holy

ypoppo, tog n letter, writing

dvvapor can, be able to, be capable of
oe Pronoun, accs ov

aptiog, a, ov fully qualified

A Verb, pres subj, 3s sim

ayabog, , ov good, useful, fitting

&npticuévog  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom s
gEoptilo equip
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"The emphasis is on the sufficiency of
Scripture to provide the knowledge and
direction for Timothy's ministry... Timothy and
all Christians can find in Scripture everything
necessary to do good works. épya dyaba, ‘good
works' ... is a repeated theme | the PE, placing
emphasis upon the practical outworking of the
gospel." Mounce.
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