Reading The Greek New Testament ~ www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Day 252 2 Corinthians 11:1-15

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Day 252 — September 9™ — 2 Corinthians 11:1-15

Works frequently referenced in these notes on 2 Corinthians

Carson, Donald A

Kruse, Colin

Martin, Ralph P
1986

Tasker, RVG

From Triumphalism to Maturity: A new exposition of 2 Corinthians 10-13,
Leicester, VP, 1986

2 Corinthians (Tyndale Commentary), London, 1\VVP, 1987
2 Corinthians (Word Biblical Commentary), Waco Texas, Word Books,

2 Corinthians (Tyndale Commentary), London, Tyndale Press, 1958

2 Corinthians 11:1-15

Martin suggests that 11:1-15 is "an interlude in
which Paul turns aside from his chief theme of
missionary service and the dispute of
territoriality (in 10:12-18), only to revert to the
topic in 11:16 with the common link of
'boasting.™

Verse 1

"Opelov aveiyeohé pov LuKpoV TL AQPocHVNG:
GALG Kol avéxeoBé pov.

opelov would that, | wish that
aveixec0¢ Verb, imperf midd/pass dep indic,
2 pl aveyopon endure, be patient with

The pov belongs with depocuvrg

wkpov  here adverbial, ‘a little'
appoovvn, ng f folly, foolishness

The final phrase may be an imperative, 'Yes,
please put up with me!' so Martin, or an
indicative, 'but you have already done so.'

Verse 2

"Marriage among the Jews of Paul's day
involved two separate ceremonies, the
betrothal and the nuptial ceremony which
consummated the marriage. Usually a year
elapsed between the two, but during that
period the girl was regarded legally as the
man's wife, while socially she remained a
virgin. The betrothal contract was binding, and
could be broken only by death or a formal
written divorce. Unfaithfulness or violation of
a betrothed girl was regarded as adultery and
punishable as such... Paul sees himself as the
agent of God through whom his converts were
betrothed to Christ, and feels under obligation
to ensure that they are presented as a pure
virgin to her one husband at the nuptial
ceremony when the marriage will be
consummated (i.e. the parousia of Christ)."”

Kruse o ) .
"Paul's role in this partnership between Christ

and his bride is one of ptlog Tov vouglov
(John 3:29...)." Martin

EnA® yap vpdg Heod Tnie, nppocauny yop
VUGG €V avopl TapBEvoy ayviV mapacTiool T¢
Xpotd-

Verse 3

{mow be jealous of, be very concerned
about
mhog, ov m, and ovg n zeal, jealousy

@ofodpat 6¢ un Tmg, dg 6 dPLg EENmaTnoey
Ebav év 1§} mavovpyia avtod, ¢bopti ta
VONUOTO U@V G0 TG AmAdGTNTOG Kol TTiG
ayvomntog Ti|g €ic Tov Xpiotov.

'With the jealousy God inspires [in me]'
Martin

appolopor promise or give in marriage
avnp, avdpog m man, husband

Cf. Hos 1-3; Ezek 16; Is 50:1-2; 54:1-8; 62:5;
Jer 2:32,33.

nopBevog, ov f virgin, unmarried girl

ayvog, n, ov pure, holy, innocent

nopotn and mapiotove present, bring
into one's presence

"The verb nopactoat, 'to offer, render,' looks
on to the Parousia, as in 4:14." Martin

eoBeopon trans fear, be afraid (of)

un to¢ that perhaps, lest somehow

0915, emg M snake, serpent

¢€omotam deceive, lead astray

Eva, ag f Eve

navovpyla, og T trickery, deceit, craftiness

@bopfi Verb, aor pass subj, 3s @bsipw
corrupt, ruin, destroy

vonua, Tog N mind, thought
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Satan's attack on Eve was not of a sexual
nature but was the seducing of her mind to
doubt the truth of what God had said. This is
the danger facing the Corinthians. "The
situation is that alien powers have worked
dangerously — in Paul's view — to turn the
Corinthians' minds (vonpoza: as in 3:14; 4:4;
and 10:5 seems germane ...) away from their
true allegiance, expressed as amlotng (See on
1:12...), 'sincere devotion' or wholehearted
commitment to Christ." Martin

We need also to maintain a Christian mind (cf.
Paul's use of the term vonpa).

nvevpa here "will be the effects of Christian
living seen in outward deportment: their
attitude to living before the congregation
betrays a spirit in contradiction of Paul's
strength-as-weakness (dcOeveia) teaching and
practice." Martin

gdayyedov, ov N good news, gospel

Cf. Gal 1:6-9

deyopon receive, accept

aniotng, nrog f liberality, sincerity
ayvotng, ntog T purity, sincerity

There are a number of variants. The longer text
is supported by p*® x B G 33 etc., the omission
by x° D° H K P ¥ etc. Other MSS include both
nouns but in the reverse order. It is difficult to
determine whether the shorter reading arose
through accidental omission (haplography) or
whether the longer reading arose through
dittography or a conflation of texts including
the accidental variant ayvotnrog in place of
amhotnrog. Allo and Hughes favour the longer
reading.

Verse 4

el pév yap 6 épyopevoc dAlov Incovv
Kknpvooel 6v 00K Eknpo&apev, f| Tvedpo Etepov
AapfPavete 0 ovk EAAPete, 1| evayyélov Etepov
0 ovk £d¢éEache, KaADG avEyecbe.

Leitzmann states that this verse is "a key to the
understanding of the opponents who appeared
on the scene at Corinth and for the
interpretation of chapters 10-13." The news of
an alien presence at Corinth draws from Paul
"some of the strongest language of
condemnation found in his corpus (cf. the
nearest parallels in Gal 1:8; 2:11; 5:10; and
Col 2:8)." Martin

0 épyopevog "this group is evidently headed by
a ringleader since it appears that the rival
mission had a spokesperson.” Martin. This
party had come from outside, in contrast to
10:14,15 and had come on its own volition — it
had not been sent.

dAAog, 1, o another, other
knpvocw preach, proclaim

"It was the character of Jesus as setting the
norm for Christian existence which is at stake."
Martin

n or
étepog, o, ov other, another, different
éhaPete Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl apfove

"They preached a lordly figure, with
themselves as his powerful and ‘charismatic’
exponents.” Martin. These preachers arrived
claiming some sort of authorisation from the
Jerusalem church as representatives of Jewish
Christianity (11:22). Paul claims that his
apostleship stands alongside that of the
Jerusalem apostles and that it is he who has
been given the office of ‘apostle to the
Gentiles' (Rom 11:23). He has been given
'knowledge' (11:6) of the authentic Gospel of
4:4-6 which conveys saving truth from God.
"But why is Paul's indignation so virulent in
11:13-15? The answer is given in Bultmann's
exposition of 11:4. The alien 'Jesus-Spirit-
Gospel' triad adds up to a wrong-headed
perception of the entire Christian kerygma as
Paul understood it. The Christ they proclaimed
is kata copka (5:16) which means that the
power on display is visible and self-centered.
The mvevpa is manifest in a spirit of é€ovoia,
which they construed as lordly power which in
turn leads to to a posture of xavyocOa,
'boasting'... The 'gospel’ is branded as a false
message since it contradicts Paul's message of
the cross and of the Christ who 'did not please
himself' (Rom 15:3). They glory in outward
appearance (5:12), because they have no place
for the hiddenness of Christ's weak demeanour
(10:1; 13:3, 4) and the life based on "faith’
(5:7)... 'Another Jesus' for the opponents is the
wonder-working Jesus, rather than Paul's
crucified and risen Lord. The alien 'spirit' is the
spirit of power and ecstasy which these
messengers claimed to possess and embody in
their ministry, rather than the Spirit of Christ
which Paul exemplified. The new 'gospel’ is
the message of power and present glory, based
on demonstrable tokens of the divine and
evidences of authority in their lives as Christ's
servants (v.13), rather than Paul's kerygma of
the suffering Christ whose power is displayed
incognito and in patient love (13:3,4). Above
all, the contrast is seen in the way the rival
preachers overlooked, and Paul expounded, the
truth that the 'true apostle' not only is a
proclaimer of the passion story; he also lives it
out." Martin (following Fallon).

aveyopon endure, be patient with
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Kolwg dvexeobe an ironical 'you put up with ...

right well!" referring back to 6 épyopevog

Verse 5

hoyilopon yap undev votepnkéval TV

vrepiav GmooTtOAmV:

Loyiopon reckon, suppose

undeig, undepua, undev no one, nothing; no;
undev adverb not at all, in no way

votepnkévar  Verb, perf act infin votepem
lack, fall short of, be inferior to

omephov  (adv. used as adj.) outstanding,
special, extra-special

Martin thinks this a reference to the leaders in
the Jerusalem church, reflecting the claim of
Paul's opponents that they had links with the
real apostles. Paul is not disparaging the
authority of the Twelve but is stating that his
apostleship is on a par with theirs. This does
not imply that these preachers were genuinely
commissioned or sent by the Twelve.

Verse 6

€1 8¢ Kol g T AOY®, GAL’ 0V Tij YVOGCEL,
AN’ €v TavTl QavePOCAVTES &V TACY €1g DUAC.
idiwtng, ov m untrained, unskilled man

‘untrained in public speaking.'

yvooig, eog T knowledge, understanding

povepwoavteg Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom pl
pavepow Mmake known, reveal, make
evident

'In every way we have made [God's truth]
known to you all.' Paul's preaching made it
quite evident that he had a God-given insight
into the purposes of God in Christ (see Col
1:26,27; Eph 1:9; 3:1-6).

Verse 7

"H apaptiov €noinca ELovTov TOTEWVAVY va
VUETC VY mBTjTe, 6TL dwpedv 1O Tod Og0D
gvayyéAMov evnyyeModuny vUiv;

The introductory 1 probably marks a question. |

apaptio, og T sin

éuovtov  Pronoun, acc s éponvtov, 1g
reflexive pronoun (not used in nom)
myself; possessive pronoun my own

tanewvow humble, humiliate

Maybe a reference to how Paul's tent making
was viewed by some. "The typical Greek
'upper class' sentiment, represented by
Aristotle ... was to treat manual labour with
disdain, and insist that no free citizen —
certainly no philosopher — should get himself
entangled in physical work, except under
extreme pressure.”" Martin

vywbiite Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl vyow
exalt, lift up

dwopeav without cost, freely

gvayyeMlo act. and midd proclaim the
good news

Cf. Acts 18:1-4; 1 Cor 9:6-18. The Greeks
would have regarded it as degrading for a
philosopher or travelling teacher to work with
his hands to supply his own need.

Verse 8

aAlog EkkAnociog EcVANGO AdPdvV OYdVIOV
TPOG TNV VUMV dlakoviav,

dArog, 1, o another, other

Particularly Philippi (Phil 2:25; 4:10-20).

ocviaw rob

ovlaw is a very strong word, generally used of
pillage in war. Paul uses dramatic language to
shock the Corinthians into realisation of what
he and other churches have done for them.

Aofov Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s Aaufove
oymviov, ov N pay, wages
dwkovia, ag T ministry, service, help

"He took gifts from other Christians — by using
his rights as an apostle of Christ, 1 Thess 2:6 ...
— only to make good his ministry (diaxovia) at
Corinth, that is, to fulfil it in a way consonant
with his proclamation of a crucified Lord and a
Gospel of free grace (its dwpeav character)."
Martin

Verse 9

Kol Top®V TPOg VUG kol voTepnBeig 0
KOTEVAPKN GO 00OEVOS: TO Yap VOTEPTLLA LLOV
TPOGAVETANPMGAV 01 AdEAPOL EABOVTEG AmO
Maxkedoviag: kai &v mavtl afapti ELavtov LIV
£TpNo0 Kol TNPNoo.

napov Verb, pres ptc, mnom s mopeyut be
present

| l.e. on the initial visit of Acts 18:1-17.

votepnBeic Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom s
votepew lack; pass be lacking

kotavopkao be a (financial) burden to

ovbeig equivalentto ovdeig no one, nothing

votepnua, to¢ N what is lacking, need

npocavomAnpow supply, provide

apapt Adjective, m/faccs apapng, eg of no
(financial) burden

mpew keep, maintain

Verse 10

£otv aAnBeia Xpiotod v €poi 6t 1) kadynoig
adn oV epaynoetal €ig g €v Toig KAIpaGoL
g Ayoiog.

aanbewa, ag f truth, reality
éuoil Pronoun, dats éyo
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| 'As certain as God's truth is on my side.'

Verse 13

kovynotg, ewg f boasting, ground for
boasting

epayfioetar  Verb, fut pass indic, 3s epoacow
silence, muzzle, stop

KA, tog n region, district

ol yap to10dTol YeLdandoTorotl, EpydTal
doMot, petooynuatiiopevot gig AmoGTOAOVG
Xpiotod-

On Paul's conduct, cf. 1 Cor 9:15-18

Verse 11

TO0VTOG, OTN, ovtov correlative pronoun and
adjective such, of such kind

yevdamootolog, o m false apostle, one
who claims to be an apostle

8181 Ti; 811 00K Ay Vudc; 6 O£dC oidey.

ayoram love, show love for
oido. (verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

Verse 12

"The basis of Paul's argument requires the
affirmation that he alone has been sent to
Corinth; they have not, and so their 'mission’
(implied in dmooteddew, 'to send’) is a
misnomer." Martin

gpyatng, o m labourer, workman
doMog, a, ov deceitful, dishonest

“0 8¢ moud Kol TOMo®, tva EKKOY® TNV
ApoppTy TdV BeAOVTmV dpopuriy, va &v @
Kavy®vrol ebpeddo Kabmg Kol Nuels.

In claiming to be working for Christ they are
deceitful.

"It is possible to take the opening clause
leading to the first iva in two ways: either ‘but
what | am doing | will also continue to do,
that... (iva), or, 'what | am doing and will
continue to do [is] in order that ..." (iva)). The
latter is preferred by Allo ... on the score that
the scene goes back to v 9 where Paul says that
he will refrain from placing burdens on the
Corinthians. Either way the point is the same."
Martin

petooynpotiio change, transform (midd
disguise)

Verse 14

Kol oV fadpa, avTdg yop 0 Xatavig
petacynuotileta €ig dyyerov emtdc

Oavua, tog 1 wonder, miracle, amazement

éxkkoyw Verb, aor act subj, 1 s ékkomtom cut
off, remove

agpopun, ng f occasion, opportunity

0cho wish, will

kavyaopor boast, boast about

evpebdowv  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl gvpiokw

oV Bovpa is read in x B D* F G, with a variant
o0 Bavpactov in D™ © E K. The latter is
probably an attempt to turn a rare term into a
well-known one, found often in LXX and not
infrequently in NT.

Yotavog, o the Adversary, Satan
owc, potog n light

Verse 15

Paul's meaning here is not entirely clear. It
would seem that the false teachers who
opposed Paul were only too ready to take
money and were perhaps greedy for it. Paul's
conduct removed from them the possibility of
saying that their ministry was just like his.
Martin suggests that "The underlying objection
Paul has against them is their 'pride’
(kowyaoBar) in laying claim to the same
missionary territory as he believes he has, i.e.,
at Corinth. So they are interlopers, who have
entered upon a field of mission service where
they do not belong. As long as Paul persists in
his mission work based on a crucified Jesus
and a Gospel freely offered ... they will have
no room to manoeuvre in Corinth. He will
effectively check their activity as poachers on
his field of operation."

ob péya odv £i kai oi Siécovor avTod
petacynuatifovtotl d¢ d1ikovol StKatosvuvng,
OV 10 TéAoC EoTan KATEL TOL EPYOL AVTAY.

peyog, peyoin, peyo large, great

|'It is no great surprise that ...

dwakovog, ov M & f servant, minister

dwoaoovvn, g T righteousness, what is
right

telog, ovg N end, conclusion, termination

goton Verb, futindic, 2's i

Cf. 5:10; 1 Cor 3:17; Phil 3:19; 2 Tim 4:14.
"In the end the reward they will receive is the
penalty of the misdeeds they have enacted.
They have done Satan's work; to Satan's fate
they will go." Martin
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"The 'cosmic' setting of vv 13-15 is well
brought out by Kleinknecht ... who shows how
the vocabulary, idioms, and concepts in vv 13-
15 are all chosen to demonstrate that Paul's
engagement is with no familiar earthly power;
but rather he shares in the conflict between
God and his nonhuman adversary, Satan.
Paul's role is as God's advocate and 'fellow-
warrior' ..., a link going back to 10:3-6, but
also picking up the imagery of 11:8... The next
section will show the valid credentials he has
which authorise him to engage in this conflict
as 'apostle of Christ." Martin
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