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1 Corinthians 9

Verse 2

To bring home what he has said of rights in
chapter 8, Paul now speaks of the way in
which his own conduct has been determined
not by rights but by the demands of the
Gospel. Cf. his call to the Corinthians to be
imitators of him as he is of Christ, 4:16; 11:1.

€l GAAO1G 00K el AmOGTOAOG, GAAG YE VLIV

gl 1 yap oepoyig Lov THS ATOCGTOANG VUEIS
€ote €v Kuplo.

dAAog, 1, o another, other
ve enclitic particle adding emphasis to the
word with which it is associated

Verse 1

aAAG ye ‘at any rate'

Ok &ipl €élevBepog; ovk gipli dmdSTOAOG; 0VYL
‘Incodv tov KOprov MUV £6paxa; o1 TO Epyov
LoV DUETC €aTe €V Kupiw;

oopayig, woc T seal, mark, proof

"Paul is keen to establish the credentials of true
apostleship not because they were held in
doubt as such, but because his freely chosen
decision to renounce 'rights' which the 'strong'
undoubtedly regarded as part of the status and
signs of apostleship (forceful, stylish rhetoric
and its related 'professional status,’ 2:1-5, and
financial support from a patron or patrons, 9:1-
27) was perceived to imply thereby something
deficient about his status in relation to such
rights'. He defends his apostleship only (a) in
order to establish the 'right' which he chooses
to renounce, and (b) because the argument
which he is about to offer may otherwise cast
doubt on the initial premise which is otherwise
accepted.” Thistleton

"A seal was important in an age when many
could not read. A mark stamped on clay or
wax, or some similar substance, was first of all
a mark of ownership, and then a mark of
authentication. All could see the mark and
know what it signified. The Corinthians had
been won for Christ by Paul, and they were
thus the sign that attested his apostleship."
Morris

armootoAn, ng f apostleship, mission

Wolff observes that if the Corinthians deny
Paul's apostleship they deny their own
existence.

Verse 3

‘H éun) droloyio toig €ue dvakpivovoiv otV
ad.

éhevbepog, a, ov free, free person

— free with respect to the exercise of rights, cf.
v.19.

€unog, m, ov 1st pers possessive adj my, mine
armoloyw, ag T defence, answer

éue Pronoun, acc s éym

avakpve examine, question, judge

olyL see 8:10

oVK gipd dmdoTorog " Apostolic witness'
concerns life as well as word. Hence Paul is
not simply appealing to 'example' in the
rhetorical sense identified by Mitchell, as an
instantiation to illustrate or to support an
argument. The instantiation of the cruciform,
Christlike stance toward others in practical
lifestyle constitutes both part of what is to be
an apostle and an instantiation of the Christ-
centred principle urged in 8:1-13." Thistleton

Does avtn point back to the previous verses or
to what follows? The paragraph division in the
UBS text divides verse 3 from verse 2.
However, Morris argues that this verse belongs
with v.2. Robertson and Plummer also argue
that the verse goes with what precedes, ‘That |
have seen the Risen Lord, and that you are
such a Church as you are — there you have my
defence when people ask me for evidence of
my Apostleship.' So also Thistleton.
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Verse 4

un ovk Eyopev EEovaiay QAyELV Kol meiv;

é€ovota, ag see 8:9

|The plural may include Paul's team.

eayew aor act infin éobw and éc00w  eat
new aor act infin mveo  drink

Most think, 'at the church's expense' is implied,
though Barrett argues that there may also be a

reference back to idol food — the subject of the
previous chapter.

Verse 5

un ovk Exopev €Eovaiav AdEAETNV yuvaika
mepLaysty, G Kai ol Aowrol AndcoTolot Kai ol
aoehpoi Tod kvpiov kol Knedg;

adedon, ng T sister, female believer

Here, 'a believing wife.'

yovn, awxog f woman, wife
meployo go around, take along
Aowmog, 1, ov rest, remaining, other

'‘Brothers of the Lord," particularly perhaps
James, cf. Gal 1:19.

Knoeag, a m Cephas (Aramaic equivalent of
Ietpoc, rock).

"It is possible that Peter receives explicit
mention at the end because it was widely
known that he was married (Matt 8:14)."
Thistleton

Verse 6

1 povog éya kot Bapvafag ook Eyopev
g€ovaiav un épyalecdat;

uovog, 1, ov only, alone

"If Acts 13 and 14 provide earlier historical
material known among the Pauline
communities, the early 'missionary journey' of
Paul and Barnabas may have offered a well-
known model of missionary-pastors who paid
their own way rather than drawing financial
support from Antioch or from those to whom
they ministered.” Thistleton

Verse 7

Tig otpatedeTal idiolg dywviolg moté; Tic
PLTEVEL AUTEADVO KOl TOV KOPTOV a0TOD 00K
€obiet; Tic mowuaivel moipvny kai £k 100
YOAoKTOG TG TOipvN g 00K £00iet;

otpatevopotl Serve as a soldier
id10g, 0, ov one's own
oymviov, ov N pay, wages

Can also mean, 'rations of food', ‘provisions.'

euteve  plant
dunelwv, mvog m vineyard
kaprog, oo m fruit, harvest, outcome

nowwowve keep sheep, tend as a
shepherd, rule

nmowvn, ng f flock

yoAa, yodaktog n - milk

€obiet here rather than 'drink’ since it covers a
range of milk-products, e.g. cheese.

Verse 8

Mn kot GvOpomov tadta AaAd 1 kol 6 VOpog
TaDTO 00 AEYEL;

kot dvOpwmov 'on the level of purely human
example'.

Aodew speak, talk

Verse 9

&v yop 1® Mobdcéwg vopm yéypartal: O
Knuooelg fodv dAodvta. un tdv Podv péiet
¢ Oe®,

véypamtan Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s ypapw

|Dt 25:4.

Knuow muzzle

Many MSS have the more literary term
owooelg rather than knuooeig

Boug, Boog m  0x

droow thresh

ueker impersonal verb it is of concern, it
matters

The implication is not that God does not care
for oxen but that if he so cares for oxen is he
not all the more concerned for those who
labour in the Gospel — it is not for oxen alone
that God is concerned'.

Thistleton cites the work of Richard Hayes
who points out that Deut 24 and 25 are
concerned with laws which promote dignity
and justice for human beings. "The unexpected
insertion of one verse about threshing coheres
most closely with the encouragement of human
sensitivity and humane compassion toward the
suffering or defenceless (e.g., the immediately
preceding context concerns the plight of
widows, orphans and victims of punishment).
Paul's question, then, 'Is it perhaps about oxen
that God is concerned?' (i.e., oxen as such)
genuinely conveys the thrust of the context that
constrains the force and direction of 25:4,
although in this case it is more likely that pn ...
Oew is the un used to express a hesitant
question ('is it perhaps ...?) rather than the
question which invites an emphatically
negative answer... To suggest that this is the
‘true and primary referent' of Deut 25:4 may
perhaps overpress a point which is otherwise
helpful. No doubt Paul sees Deuteronomy 25
as being written more for humankind than for
animals (but not exclusively so0)."

The Greek text used in these notes is that of the of Society of Biblical Literature. See SBLGNT


http://sblgnt.com/

Reading The Greek New Testament

www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Day 226 1 Corinthians 9:1-18

Verse 10

i OV MUag mavtog Aéyet; dU Nudg yop £ypaon,
Ot 0peilel En’ EATIOL O APOTPIBV APOTPLAV,
Kol O GAo®V €’ EAMISL TOD pETEXELY.

novtog by all means, surely, certainly

'Or is he (not) certainly speaking in our
interest.'

opsiAm owe, ought, must

éhmic, 180¢ f hope, what is hoped for
apotpraw plough

dAoam see v.9

For ploughman and reaper as pictures of the
Christian worker, see 3:6

ueteyom share in, eat, belong to

Verse 11

€1 NUETC VLAV TO TVELUATIKO E0TtEIpOEY, LEYa

el NUETC VUDV T capKikd Bepicopev;

TVELHLOTIKOG, 1), OV Spiritual, pertaining to
the spirit

gomepaypey aor act indic, 1 pl onepw sow

ueyac, ueyakn, peyo large, great

| Equivalent to our idiomatic 'is it any big deal’ |

capkikog, m, ov belonging to this world,
material
Oepilo reap, harvest

Verse 12

el gALot T DUBY EEovoiag LeETEYOVTLY, 0D
HaAAOV MUETS;

AM ovk Expnodpeba Tii é£ovoiq Tavty, GALY
Tavta oTéyopey iva pn Tva £YKomnV OMUEV TG
evayyerio Tobd Xpiotod.

dAAog, m, o another, other

é€ovoa, ag T authority, right, power
peteyo See v.10

g VudV €€ovaiag petéyovaty Fee suggests
'share in rights over you.'

podiov adv more; rather
ypoouar Use, make use of, make the most
of

Refers to Paul's conduct during his 18 months
or so at Corinth.

oteyo endure, put up with
gykomn, g T obstacle, hindrance

A word "used of breaking up a road to prevent
the enemy's advance. Paul had avoided doing
anything that might prevent a clear road for
gospel advance." Morris. Cf. Is 40:3-4. "Hock
and Chow accurately show that this voluntary
constraint on his freedom is bound up with a
potentially vulnerable indebtedness to patrons,
which could compromise his position as an
impartial apostle." Thistleton

ddpev  Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl 6o give

Verse 13

oVK oidate Oti ol ta iepd Epyalopevol Ta €k
10D 1gpod €cbiovoty, ot 1 BuclacTnpin
mapedpedovtes @ Bucaotpin
ovppepiCovran;

"Either Paul was so eager to make the point
about voluntary restraint that v.12b interrupts
the argument, or more probably he suddenly
remembers a still more compelling argument
which does not depend upon analogy but on
established precedent familiar to the readers,
whether drawn from OT or Jewish or Greco-
Roman religious practice." Thistleton

iepog, a, ov sacred, holy, pertaining to the
temple

iepov, ov n temple, temple precincts

Bvucuaoplov, ov n altar (of incense)

mapedpev®  Serve, wait upon

ovupeplopor share with

'Have a share of what is sacrificed.'
See Lev 7:6, 8-10, 14, 28-36 etc.

Verse 14

obtmg kal 6 kOplog diétatev Toig TO
gvayyEMov KatoyyEAAovoty €K ToD evayyeAiov
Giv-

dutoco® command, give instructions

katoyyelMw proclaim, make known,
preach

Cow live, be alive

Probably an allusion to Jesus' words recorded
in Luke 10:7; Matt 10:10.

Verse 15

‘Eyd 8¢ 00 kéxpnpot 00devi TOVTOV. 00K
Eypaya 8¢ TadTa tvo obtmg yévntot év Epoi,
KOAOV Yap pot pdAlov dmoBaveiv i — 1o
KOG LoV 0VIELS KEVDOEL.

ypoopal use, make use of

The perfect denotes a continuing stance.

ovdelg, ovdepa, ovdev  NO one, nothing

ovdevi Tovtwv 'none of these rights' or, in
context, 'never ... any of these rights.'

| gypaya an epistolatory aorist

vévnron Verb, aor subj, 3 s ywopm

|s’v guoi 'in my case'

poiiov adv more; rather,
arnobvnoko die, face death
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"better for me to die than — The text here is
difficult. The best interpretation is that Paul
breaks off his sentence and does not complete
it. What follows is an explanation. 'No man
will make this boast of mine an empty one'."
Morris. Thistleton reminds us that Paul is
dictating the letter. He breaks off speaking due
to emotion.

The textual variants would appear to be

attempts to alleviate the abruptness of the text.

Kawynuo, tog n ground for boasting, object
of boasting, boasting, pride

"It may be easy to misunderstand Paul's use of
kavynua pov if we forget that Paul's theme is
his glory in the cross (1:18-31). His thought
revolves around a core contrast between
human boasting and glorying in the Lord
(1:30-31). His rejection of dependency on
patronage at Corinth reflects, in accordance
with Matt 10:5-14 and the part parallel Luke
10:3-9, the apostolic living out of trustful
dependence on God's grace alone, in which he
is able freely to give precisely as his response
to his having freely received." Thistleton

"In offering the ‘free’ gospel 'free of charge' his
own ministry becomes a living paradigm of the
gospel itself." Fee

kevow deprive of power, make of no effect,
empty of meaning

Verse 16

gav yap evayyerlopal, o0k £0TV Lot
Kaoymuo, avaykn yép pot érikettal ovai yop
pot €0ty €av Ur) gvayyeEMo®LLOL.

evayyeMlm act. and midd proclaim the
good news

avaykn, g f necessity, compulsion

émkepon lie upon, be imposed (of
regulations)

ovat interj. woe! how horrible it will be!

"There is more than one way of understanding
this difficult verse. Paul may mean that the
man who preaches with a willing spirit merits
his reward, whereas if he is unwilling he is not
excused. He must still discharge his
stewardship. Or he may be starting from the
premise of verse 16 that 'necessity presses
upon me'. If he preached of his own free
choice he would merit a reward. As it is, it is
not his own choice. He must preach. The next
verse would then be understood as, 'What
reward is possible under these circumstances?'
There is nothing of grace in wosbog, reward,
which rather signifies 'wages', 'the payment of
what is due'. Morris

"The whole argument hinges on sovereign
grace, and that it is in freely giving in response
to God's free gift that kavynua, grounds for
taking delight in what one gives, becomes
possible only within a framework where
pressure and law do not apply: free gift in
response to free gift. It is in giving that the
believer receives, not some 'external’ reward,
but through the internal grammar of the
blessedness of giving which is the stamp of
identification with the cross. Hence, if Paul
cannot 'freely’ give his apostolic work (since to
this he is pressed by God without choice), what
is left to give 'freely’ is his toil and labour as a
leather worker and salesman in the commercial
agora. This he gives to relieve others of
bearing his costs and more especially avoiding
the obligations of patronage which might
compromise his voice on behalf of less
influential groups within the church."
Thistleton

Verse 18

"It is agony if Paul tries to escape from the
constraints and commission which the love and
grace of 'the hound of heaven' presses upon
him." Thistleton

1ic 0OV pod g6ty 6 oG iva
gvayyelopevog adanavov Oow 10
gvayyélov, €ig TO U KatoyproacHot i
€Eovaig pov &v T® edayyeMo.

Verse 17

€l y0p EKAV TODTO TPACS®, PIoBOV Exm- €l 6
dxov, oikovoplav memicTev oL

£kov, ovsa, ov of one's own free will

"This verse explicates the point just made
above. Only by gratuitously proclaiming the
gospel gratis can Paul go beyond the preaching
which God has pressed upon him as an
inescapable, non voluntary, task, and thereby
go 'the second mile." To do this, however, he
must forego a right, as he pleads with 'the
strong' among his readers to do." Thistleton

Or here, 'entirely by personal choice.’

npacow practice, do

webog, ov M pay, wages, reward

axov unwillingly

oikovopua, ag f task, responsibility

neniotevpuon  Verb, perf pass ind, 1s motevm
here = entrust

adamavoc, ov free of charge

Onow Verb, aor act subj/ fut act indic, 1 s
TiOnut place, set, present

rkatoypnoacBar  Verb, aor midd dep infin
kotoypaopor use, make full use of

é€ovoa, ag T right, capability, power
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