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Verse 25

Ieptropun P&V yap d@eAel £av vopov Tpdcong:
gav 8& TapaPaTng vORov 1ic, 1| TEPITOUT Gov
axpoPvortia yéyovev.

meprropn, ng T circumcision

Circumcision was considered such a vital
distinctive of the Jew, marking them off as the
people of God, that the term itself was used of
Judaism, cf. Eph 2:11.

oegrew gain, profit, achieve, benefit
gav if, if it should be
mpacow practice, do

Moo thinks that v.25a makes a negative point.
"Circumcision has no value to rescue Jews
from God's wrath because their obedience to
the law never reaches the level required for
salvation. The second part of verse 25 simply
states the negative corollary of this point:
Failing to obey the law can annul the value of
circumcision."

It is probably better to view Paul as simply
making the point that circumcision is a mark
not merely of privilege but also of obligation,
and that those who pride themselves in the sign
have failed to live up to their obligation or
calling. Cf. 1 Cor 7:19.

Godet, followed by Murray, thinks that Paul
here refers to Gentile Christians who, though
uncircumcised, live in obedience to the
demands of God, cf. 8:4 where Paul again uses
the phrase to dwawwpa Tov vopov. Moo,
however, favours the (unfulfilled)
hypothetical: "The apostle makes clear
elsewhere that there is, in fact, no person who
can do the law and be saved (3:20). Thus, he
must again here be speaking hypothetically,
theorising about the existence of a law-
observant Gentile and what the consequences
would be." The argument for the former view
is strengthened by v.29 and is strongly argued
by Wright who believes that "Paul’s
description of this parallel ‘Jewishness," this
new sort of ‘circumcision,’ is replete with
overtones of 'new covenant' passages both in
scripture and elsewhere in his writings." He
argues that Paul's words are an abbreviated
version of Ezek 36:27, and that his thoughts
here are developed further in 10:5-11.

Verse 27

napoforng, ov m one who breaks God's
law, transgressor

ng Verb, pressubj, 2's &iu

axpoPvotia, ag f  uncircumcision, non-Jews

véyovev Verb, perf act indic, 3s ywopo

Verse 26

Kol KPWETL 1] €K eUGE®S aKkpoPuoTio TOV VOOV
Tehodo0 G€ TOV S0 YPAUILOTOG KO TEPITOUTG
mapafatny vouov.

kpwvel Verb, futact indic, 3s kpvw
ovolg, ewg T nature, natural condition
telew fulfill, carry out

ypoppo, tog n letter (of alphabet), letter

St ypappatog 'possessing the written law' S
of 'attendant circumstances'

gav obv 1] dkpoPuoTio T Stcoudpate ToD
VOLOV PLAAGGT), 0UY 1] dKpoPucTio avToD &ig
mepLTopnv Aoylebncetan;

Verse 28

dwotwpa, Tog N regulation, requirement

o0 Yap 0 &v 1@ eavepd Tovdaiog 0Ty, 0VOE 1|
&V 1@ pavep® €v copKl mePLTOUn”

That which the law requires if a person is to be
righteous before God.

pviacocwn keep
hoyiwoBnoetan  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s
hoyiouar reckon, count

eavepog, o, ov  evident, plain, visible
ocapé, capkog T flesh, physical body,
human nature
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Verse 29

AN’ 0 év 16 kpuntd Tovdaiog, Kai meptroun
Kapdiag &v mvedpatt od ypéupott, o0 O Emoivog
0oUK €€ avOpOT®V GAL’ €K ToD Bg0D.

TPOTOG, OV M Way; Koo TovTe T. in every
way

"In referring to the secret/heart/spirit people,
Paul clearly means to designate those in whom
the gospel of the Messiah has done its work.
The promises of God through Deuteronomy
30, Ezekiel 36, and elsewhere have come true.
God has done, in Jesus and the Spirit, what he
had promised; the result is the creation of the
people of the new covenant. Paul's clearest
statement of this point may be found in 2 Cor
3:1-6, where the letter/spirit contrast is again
prominent. There are several other passages in
which a similar theological understanding may
be discerned, not least Romans 8 and 10."
Wright.

"The Jew has an advantage which he can never
lose, since it rests not on his merit but upon
God's faithfulness to his declared word."
Barrett.

npotov first, in the first place, first of all

Moo thinks Paul intended to give a list but got
side-tracked.

moteve have faith (in), entrust
loywa, v n oracles, words

KpumTog, 1, ov hidden, secret, private

Perhaps the ‘inner man' cf. Eph 3:16.

In accordance with the covenant promise made
to Abraham (Gen 12:3) and repeated to
Jacob/Israel (Gen 28:14), "The Jews were
‘entrusted’ with messages for the world; not
simply with Torah itself, but, through their
living under Torah, with words of instruction,
of life and light, for the Gentile world. They
were to be God's messengers." Wright.

neprropn| kopdiag cf. Deut 10:16, also Jer 4:4
and Phil 3:3.

Verse 3

nvevport a reference to the Spirit (not man's
spirit). Paul contrasts the life-giving power of
the Spirit of God with the powerlessness of the
mere letter of the law, cf. 8:4-17.

T yap; el NioTNOAY TVES, U 1] AmoTio adTdV
v TioTv Tod Be0d KaTapyNoEL;

amotem fail or refuse to believe
amotia, og T unbelief, unfaithfulness

énovog, ov M praise, approval

The name 'Judah’ (and hence the title "Jew")
means 'praise’, cf. Gen 29:35; 49:8. Hence
these are the people who receive the name
‘Judah’ from God.

The meaning here is 'unfaithfulness' to the
covenant — contrasted then with God's
covenant faithfulness.

motig, eng f faith
xatapyem render ineffective, cancel

"What he does, then, at the end of this chapter,
is to anticipate the direction of his argument.
He will show that only those who, through
faith in Christ, have received the Spirit of God
make up God's true people. Implicit here is a
radical redefinition of 'Jew' that will require a
lot more explanation as Paul moves forward in
this letter." Moo.

Paul may have been echoing a Jewish
objection against his teaching to the effect that,
'Supposing we admit that the Jews have at
times been unfaithful, surely this does not
annul the covenant as you seem to suggest
(2:25). Surely their unfaithfulness does not
undermine the faithfulness of God.'

Paul's ultimate answer is that the covenant
faithfulness of God has been displayed
supremely in Jesus the Christ.

Romans 3:1

Verse 4

Ti ovv 10 tEp1oGdV 10D Tovdaiov, i Tic 1
OQELEW THG TEPLTOUTIG;

Paul aticipates the questions that may be in his
readers' minds.

un| yévorro: yvéohm 8¢ 6 Be0g aAndnc, mog 06
avBpwmog yevog, kabag yéypantat ‘Onmg
av Sikam0fig €v Toig AOYOIS GOV KOl VIKNGELG
&v 1@ kpivecHai oe.

TEPLOCOG, M, OV MOre, 10 TEPIGCOV
advantage

oeerew, ag T advantage, benefit

mepLTopn, NG See 2:25

Verse 2

vévorto Verb, aor opt, 3s ywopar

un yévorro 'may it never be,' 'not at all' cf.,
3:6,31; 6:2,15; 7:7,13; 9:14; 11:1,11.

TOAD KATO TAVTA TPOTOV. TPOTOV HEV YOp OTL
gmotevOnoav T Adyo Tod Beod.

TOAVC, TOAAT], TOAL gen wolAov, ng, ov  much

ywécbw Verb, aor midd dep imperat, 3 s
yivopon

aanbng, g true, truthful, genuine

yevotng, ov m  liar

véypamtar Verb, perf pass indic, 3s ypapow
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The following quotation is from Ps 51:4.
"Jews in Paul's day tended to think of God's
faithfulness as oriented positively toward
themselves: God would do good things for his
people. But, as Paul reminds them, God is also
faithful when he punishes the sin of his people
—as David himself acknowledges." Moo.

Verse 7

€l 6¢ 1) aAn0eto 100 Be0d Ev TA EU@ YeLGLOTL
gmepiocevaey gig v d06&av avTod, Ti ETL KAy®
MG AUAPTMOAOG KPIVOLLL,

onwg (or onwg dv) that, in order that

dwonimOfic  Verb, aor pass subj, 2 s dukatom
justify, declare & treat as righteous

vikioglg  Verb, aor act subj, 2's vikaw
conquer, overcome, win the verdict

kpivesBai Verb, pres pass infin kpwo

oe Pronoun, accs ov

Verse 5

Most MSS read &i yap rather than &i 8¢, though
the quality of support for 8¢ is fairly good.
Metzger writes, "A majority of the Committee,
feeling that Paul's argument requires a parallel
between verses 5 and 7, preferred the reading
€1 d¢ and regarded &i yap as a rather inept
scribal substitution, perhaps of Western
origin."

amnbewa, ag f truth
gunog, 1, ov 1st pers possessive adj my, mine

| Paul here identifies himself with Israel.

€l 8¢ M adwcio U@V Beod dkarocvVNy
ovviomnou, Ti époduev; un Gdkog 6 Bedg 6
EMQPEPOV TNV OpYNV; KaTh AvOpOTOV AéY®.

aducwa, ag f wrongdoing, evil, sin

dwatoovvn, ng T righteousness, what is
right, what God requires, justice

ouvviotnow Verb, pres act indic, 3 s
cuviotnut and cvvictove commend,
demonstrate

gpodpev Verb, fut act indic, 1 pl Aeyo

adwkog, ov  unjust

gmopepm bring upon, inflict, pronounce

opyn, ng f wrath, anger

yevopa, Tog N untruthfulness,
deceitfulness

nepoogvw  abound, increase

do&a, g T glory

én still, yet

Kayo acompound word = kot £ym

apaptorog, ov  sinful, sinner

Moo thinks that the objection here is from the
Jews "wondering how God can be 'righteous'
when he judges the sins of the Jews... Paul
seems to be grappling here with the common
Jewish belief that God's 'righteousness," his
‘covenant faithfulness,' gave the Jews virtual
immunity from judgment." — I.e. God must
side with his people.

¢ apoptmrog here perhaps with the force 'just
like a Gentile sinner.'

"But the Jewish objector is still not satisfied,
arguing it is unfair to God to condemn Jews for
acts that enhance his glory (v.7). Paul responds
with a counter question intended to show the
absurdity of such an objection (v.8): should we
then take it that any act is justified so long as it
brings good in the end?" Moo.

Verse 8

Verse 6

Kol pn Kafmg Pracenpovpeda kol kabdg
eooiv Tiveg Nuag Aéyew 6t [lomompuey ta
Kol Tvo, EA0 T dyadd; v T Kpipo Evaucdy
£€0TLV.

un yévotro: €mel mdg KPvel O BedC TOV KOGHOV;

Broconuem speak against, slander
eociv Verb, pres act indic, 3s ¢nut say

yévorto see v.4

énel since, because, for
nwg how(?)

kpwel Verb, fut act indic, 3 s

"As is slanderously reported of us and as some
affirm that we say"

Paul expects no-one to doubt that God will

indeed judge the world. The logic of the

argument here may be understood in a number

of ways:

i) If God is unrighteous how is he to judge ...

ii) If God is not to use his wrath, how is he to
judge ...

iii) If God does not punish Jews as well as
Gentiles, how is he to judge the world?

Kokog, n, ov  evil, bad, wrong, harm

ayabog, , ov good, useful, fitting

Kpa, Tog n judgement, condemnation,
punishment

évdkog, ov just, deserved

This objection is not answered (except by way
of condemning his accusers) until chapter 6.
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Moo understands v.8 as a counter question by
Paul designed to show the absurdity of the
objection in v.7. "If the objector is right, and if
God should not condemn Jews when they sin
because their sin enhances God's glory, then
the general inference would be that sin is
justified as long as it eventually brings good.
'Let us do evil that good may result' is the
logical conclusion from this way of looking at
sin. In an ironic twist, Paul adds a parenthesis,
noting that some people (probably Jews) have
accused Paul of teaching this very thing!
Therefore, Paul concludes, the ‘condemnation’
of people who argue that way 'is deserved.'
Jews cannot excuse their sin just because God
uses it for good in his salvation-historical
scheme."

The questions raised by Paul in these verses
are dealt with more fully in chapters 9 and 10
of this letter.

Wright concludes his comments on 3:1-8 by

writing, "If God is to be true to character, if the
promises are to be fulfilled, what is needed is a
faithful Israelite who will act on behalf of, and
in the place of, faithless Israel. Paul will argue
in 3:21-26 that God has provided exactly that."
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