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Notes on the Greek New Testament
Day 8 — January 8" — Matthew 6:25-7:14

Works frequently referenced in these notes on Matthew

Word Biblical Commentary Vols.33a & 33b: Matthew 1-13 & Matthew 14-
28, Word Books, Dallas, 1993 & 1995

Hagner, Donald A

Morris, Leon

The Gospel According to Matthew, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1992

Verse 25

At ToDT0 Aéym piv: un| pepuuvarte T oyl
VUV Tl eaynte, UNodE 1@ copatt udv Ti
€vdomacbe- oyl 1| yoyn TAELOV €Tt THG
TPOQTS Kai TO adpa Tod EvovpaToc;

ovde and not, neither
ocuwvayo gather, gather together
arnobnkn, ng f barn, granary

Not encouragement to idleness, for the birds
are busy in finding their food.

"The Aeyo v, 'l say to you,' echoes the
authority of Jesus found, for example, in the
antitheses of 5:21-48." Hagner.

uepyvam be anxious, worry, be concerned
about

yoym, ng f self, inmost being, life, person

oaynte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl €66 and
éobo eat, consume

ninte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl mive drink

ovpaviog, ov heavenly, in heaven

tpepw feed, provide with food, sustain

poriov adv more

dwpepw intrans. be worth more than, be
superior to

The words 7 ti tinte are lacking in, among
other witnesses, x f' vg sy® sa™ and many
church fathers. They may have been inserted
by influence of verse 31. On the other hand,
they may have been omitted by
homoioteleuton or possibly by influence of
Luke 12:22.

Cf. 10:31. "Christ's argument — from the less
to the greater — amounts to this: if the birds,
who cannot in any real sense plan ahead, have
no reason to worry, then certainly you, my
followers, endued with intelligence, so that
you can take thought for the future, should not
be filled with apprehension." Hendriksen.

Verse 27

unde negative particle nor, and not
cOUO, T0¢ N V.22
évdvw dress, clothe; midd put on, wear

Tig 08 €€ VU®V pepuvdY ddvatal Tpocheival
€mi v NAiov adTod LV Eva

Illustrative of the anxiety about this life which
can hinder a person's undistracted and absolute
discipleship.

pepuvow  See v.25

dvuvapor can, be able to, be capable of
npoctiOnu add, add to, increase

N, ag f span of life; stature, height
e, eog M cubit

€lg, (o, €V gen évog, piag, Evog one

oyt (emphatic form of o0) not, no; used in
questions expecting an affirmative answer.

TAEI®V, TAEWOV OF mAgov More

tpoen, ng f food, nourishment

évdupa, tog n clothing, garment

|CF. Phil 4:6; 1 Pet 5:7.

Verse 26

NAuca is used both to mean height (Lk 19:3)
and to mean age (Heb 11:11). Here, in context,
it probably means length of life since a cubit
(0.5 m) would seem to be inappropriate as a
small measure (cf. particularly éroyiotov in
the parallel in Lk 12:26). Perhaps life is being
viewed as a path — just as we might speak of
our birthday as another milestone (cf. Ps 39:5).

EuPréyare gig T TeTEWA TOD 0VpOVOD GTL OV
oneipovoty 00d¢ Bepilovoty 006 cuvdyovoty
€ig amobnkag, Kol 6 ToTp VUV 6 OVPAVIOG
TPEPEL DT OVY VUETG LAAAOV SlapEPETE
avTAV;

Verse 28

Kol Ttepl EvOvpaTog Tl pepuvarte; Kotapddete
T Kpiva Tod dypod mdg avEavovusty: ov
Komdo 006E vijBovstv-

guprenm look straight at, consider, see
netewvov, ov N bird

|The parallel in Lk 12:24 has 'ravens.'

OMEP® SOW
Oepilo reap, harvest

évdupa, tog n clothing, garment

Hepluvo® See v.25

kotapdOste  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
xatopavbave consider, observe

kpwov, ov n lily, attractive wild flower
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dypog, ov m field, farm, countryside
avove and avém grow, spread, increase
komaw Work, work hard, labour

vnbo spin

Verse 29

Aéy® 08 VIV OTL 000E Zolopdv &v mdon Th
30&N avtod mEPlEPAieTo MG EV TOVTOV.

36&n Noun, dats do&a, ng f glory,
splendour

nepiParie put on, clothe, dress

€lg, o, &V gen €vog, piog, vog one

Verse 30

€1 0¢ oV OpToVv T0D Gypod onpepov Gvta Koi
avpov &ig KAPavov Borddpevov 6 Be0g oVTmg
AUELEVVLGLY, 00 TOAAD HOAAOV VUGG,
oMyomioTOL,

XOpTOC, OL M Qrass, vegetation

aypog, ov m see v.28

onuepov today

abpov Adverb tomorrow, the next day

KApavog, ov m oven, furnace

BoAlw throw, place

ovtwg and ovte adv. thus, in this way

apeievvo  clothe, dress

TOAVC, TOAAT, TOAV gen moAAov, ng, ov Much,
many

podiov adv more

oMryomiotog, ov  Of little faith

For Jesus use of this term, see also:

Matt 8:26  the disciples' fear of drowning in a
storm;

Matt 14:31 Peter's fear of sinking;

Matt 16:8 the disciples slowness to learn
from Jesus' miracles.

Verse 31

uR odv pepyuviionte Aéyovieg: Ti dyopev; fj-
Ti miopev; - Ti mepPoropedoa;

pepuvom see v.25

oayopev Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl éobw v.25
m or

miopev Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl mveo v.25
nepiParlim put on, clothe, dress

Verse 32

mévto yap Todto 6 E0vr mintodoty: 0idey
yOp O matrp VUAY 6 ovpdaviog Ot yprlete
T0VTOV ATAVTOV.

g€6vn  Noun, nom & acc pl €6vog, ovg n
nation, people; ta . Gentiles

| I.e. those outside the family of faith.

gmintew seek, desire, search for
oida (verb perf in form but with present

meaning) know, understand
o0pOVIOG, OV See V.26

xpnlo need, have need of
anog, aco, av (alternative form of mag) all; pl
everything

In Classical Greek, nag follows vowels and
anagc follows consonants, but this distinction is
largely lost in the Greek of the New
Testament.

Verse 33

{nretne 8¢ mpdTov TV Pactieiov kai TV
dkoocOvNV avTod, Kol TadTo TivTa,
npootednoeTat HUIv.

(ntew seek, search for, look for

Pursue with energy and intent. "This
imperative means rather that one should make
the kingdom the centre of one's existence and
thus experience the rule of God fully in one's
heart, hence the present tense, 'keep seeking.™
Hagner.

npwtov first, in the first place, first of all

"The words [tov Beov] are lacking in two
major witnesses (x and B) and can be
explained as a natural scribal addition. On the
other hand, Matthew only rarely uses Baciieia
without modifiers, and these instances are easy
to regard as exceptions (e.g., 8:12; 24:7). Thus
the words were possibly omitted accidentally.
The avtov following diatocvvn also is easier
with the presence of the antecedent 6gov."
Hagner.

dwoaoovvn, g T righteousness, what is
right, what God requires

"Participation in the kingdom, as Matthew has
already informed us (see 5:20), necessitates
righteousness of a qualitatively new kind. The
gift of the kingdom and the demand of this
new righteousness are inseparable.” Hagner.
"The important thing for the disciples is to be
constantly seeking to do the things that God
wills, that is, to be submissive to the King. In
this context seeking God's righteousness (not
our own righteousness) will mean that
righteousness which God alone can give...
This will include the 'right standing' before
God that comes about as the result of Christ's
saving work and also the right conduct that
befits the servant of God." Morris.

npoostiOnu add, add to

|A divine passive.

Verse 34

7 oDV peEpUVAONTE €l THY abplov, 1) yap
abplov HEPYVAGEL QDTG APKETOV TH NUEPY 1|
Kakio adTic.

|CE. Phil 4:6; 1 Pet 5:7.

abdpov see v.30
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gowrtog, savtn, éovtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

apketog, m, ov  enough; it is enough

Kok, oG evil, wickedness

Verse 3

"A shallow thinker might gather from the
previous words about trust that the believer
will have a smooth path through life. That is
not what Jesus is saying. All people have
trouble, believers among them. But he is
making clear that there is all the difference in
the world between facing the problems we will
certainly meet with firm faith in our heavenly
Father and facing them with anxiety." Morris.
"Each day contains its share of evil, but God's
faithfulness can be counted upon on a daily
basis.” Hagner. Cf. Is 26:3.

Tl 6¢ PAEmEIS TO KAPPOG TO €V TQ OPOAAUD TOD
Ad6eA@oD Gov, TNV 6¢ &v Td 6( 0EOBoAUD SoKOV
00 KOTOVOETG;

Brenw see, look, be able to see
Kopeog, ovg h speck, small splinter

Perhaps 'sawdust.' The analogy reflects the
familiarity of Jesus with the carpenter's shop,
cf. Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3.

o0¢, on, cov  possessive adj. your, yours

dokog, ov f log, beam of wood

katavoem consider, think of, notice,
observe

Matthew 7:1-6

"Jesus turns from a negative attitude in one's
own affairs (worry) to a negative attitude in
one's attitude to others (censoriousness). He
points to a bad habit all too characteristic of
the human race, and instructs his followers not
to be hasty in making negative judgements on
their fellows. It is a dangerous procedure
because it invites a similar judgement in
return. And it is a difficult procedure because
our own faults make it hard for us to see
precisely what is amiss in our fellows."”
Morris.

"What is a tiny flaw in another is seen so
clearly by a censorious person, while ironically
what is an outrageously huge failure in the
latter is conveniently overlooked altogether. It
is the self-righteous, censorious person who is
particularly eager to correct the faults of
others." Hagner.

Morris adds, "The meaning is not that in every
case the person passing judgement is a worse
sinner than the one he criticises. It is rather that
what he finds wrong in his brothers is a very
small matter compared with the sins God sees
in him."

Verse 4

Verse 1

Mn) kpivete, tva pur kpbiite:

| TG E£pEic T® AdEAP@® ooV 'APeg EKPoAm TO
KApPog €k Tod 09BaAod cov, Kol 3oL 1)
d0K0G &V T® 0pBuAu@ cod;

This does not forbid all acts of judgement (cf.
John 7:24). It "is not a requirement to be blind,
but rather a plea to be generous."” Stott.

"The meaning here ... is that unfair or
uncharitable judgments should be avoided. A
note of humility is suggested too by the
immediate context (vv. 3-5): one should not
judge others more harshly or by a different
standard than one judges oneself." Hagner.

n or

épeic Verb, fut act indic, 25 Aeyw

apmut allow, tolerate

gkPoro Verb, aor act subj, 1s éxpariim
throw out, expel, cast out

Verse 5

kpofite Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl kpwvo
judge, pass judgement on, condemn

VIoKpLTd, EkPare TpdTOV €K TOD OQOAANOD
60D TNV dokov, Kai T0Te Srofrdyelg EkPolely
70 KAPPog €K T0D OpHaApOD TOD AdEAPOD GOV.

vmokplrng, ov M hypocrite

Morris thinks that the consequential judgement
spoken of here is that of God.

Verse 2

gv O yap xpipatt kpivete kplOfcecde, kol év O
LETP® peTpeite peTpnOnoeTat VUiv.

"Jesus is drawing attention to a curious feature
of the human race in which a profound
ignorance of oneself is so often combined with
an arrogant presumption of knowledge about
others, especially about their faults." Morris.

Kpwa, Tog N judgement, verdict

Cf. Rom 2:1.

uetpov, ov N measure, degree, quantity
uetpew measure, deal out

A number of MSS, followed by the TR, read
avtyetpnOnoetan rather than petpnonoeton —
probably influenced by the parallel in Lk 6:38.

gxPaie Verb, aor act imperat, 2s éxBaiim
npwtov adv. first, first of all

tote then, at that time

SwPrenw see clearly
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Verse 6

Mn)| d®dte 10 dyrov Toig Kuaiv, unde fainte
TOVG papyapitag VU®V Eunpocbev 1@V yoipwv,
UATOTE KOTOTOTGOVGLY 0OTOVG €V TOIG TOGIV
avT®V Kol oTpaeEvieg PREOOLY DUAGC.

"All three imperatives are present, underlining
the importance of continuous action.” Morris.
Cf. Lk 18:1-8; 11:5-8.

ayog, a, ov holy, consecrated, set apart
to/by God

Kvwv, kovog m dog

unde negative particle nor, and not, neither

BaAnte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl BoAlo throw,
throw down, place

popyaprtng, oo m pearl

éumpocbev prep with gen before, in front of

X01pog, ov M pig

unmote lest, otherwise

katomotnoovoly  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl
Kotamatew trample on

novg, todog m foot

otpapévteg Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom pl
otpee® pass turn, turn around

dobnoetan  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s 6w
ntew seek, search for, look for
evprioete  Verb, fut act indic, 2 pl evpiokw
kpovw knock (at a door)

avoryw open

"All who serve God know what it is to be
faced with 'doors' that are fast closed, and it
means a lot that prayer will result in the
opening of such doors. The three expressions
underline the effectiveness of prayer. Look at
it which way you will, it gets things done."
Morris.

Verse 8

mag yap 0 aitdv Aopfdvel kol 6 {ntdv
g0piokel Kol 7@ KPOVOVTL AVOLYNGETOL.

Probably "we should understand the
construction as chiastic: the pigs do the
trampling and the dogs tearing in pieces."
Morris.

Verse 9

1] Tig éotv €€ DUAV avOpwmog, Ov aitoel 6
V10¢ adTod Gptov — un| Abov Emddoel avTd;

pmémowv  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl pryvour and
pnoow burst, tear in pieces

Note that this verse deals with failure to judge
appropriately. It is applied by many
commentators to the message of the Gospel.
"The gospel of the kingdom — in 13:45-6 the
kingdom is a pearl — was to be preached to all;
but its heralds were also instructed to shake the
dust off their feet when they were not received
into a house or town (10:14)." Davies &
Allison.

"Staying on and on in the company of those
who ridicule the Christian religion is not fair to
other fields that are waiting to be saved,
especially in view of the fact that the harvest is
plentiful but the labourers are few."
Hendriksen.

"The issue here thus focuses on the lack of
receptivity rather than on any intrinsic
unworthiness of any individuals or group."”
Hagner.

"The rhetorical questions together with the
negative constructions beginning with pn
amount to affirmations. When a child asks for
bread or a fish, no parent would respond with a
stone or a snake." Hagner.

n or

aptog, o m bread, a loaf, food
MBog, ov m stone, precious stone
gmddouw give, hand

Verse 10

1] kol ix0Ov aitioel — pn SV EMBMOCEL VTR,

ixfug, voc m fish
o015, emg M snake, serpent

Verses 7-11

"Here he is simply making emphatically the
central point, that prayer to a loving Father is
effective. The point is not that human
persistence wins out in the end, but that the
heavenly Father who loves his children will
certainly answer their prayers.” Morris.

"France holds that 'a snake might be taken for
a fish, particularly the eel-like catfish of
Galilee." While Mounce sees in the snake
'some eel-like fish without scales that,
according to Lev 11:12, was not to be eaten.'
We cannot be sure which is correct, but clearly
there was something that resembled fish but
was not and that mocked hunger rather than
satisfied it." Morris.

Verse 11

Verse 7

&l ovv Vgl movnpoi Svieg oidate Sopato
ayoBa 0106Vt Toig TEKVOIG DUAY, TOCM
UAAAOV O TTaTh)p DUADY O €V TO1g 0VPAVOig
dmoet dyaba Toig aitodov avTov.

novnpog, a, ov evil, bad, wicked

Alreite, ki dobfoetol DUV {nteite, kai
€0PNoETE KPOVETE, KOl AVOLYNGETOL DUV,

aitew ask, request, demand

"Throughout the New Testament, the solidarity
of the race in sin is taken as a basic fact."
Morris.

The Greek text used in these notes is that of the of Society of Biblical Literature. See SBLGNT



http://sblgnt.com/

| Reading The Greek New Testament

www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Day 8: Matthew 6:25-7:14

oido. (verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

dopa, Tog N gift

ayaboc, , ov good, useful, fitting

tekvov, ov h child; pl descendants

nocog, 1, ov_how much(?)

podlov adv more; rather

Cf. the parallel in Lk 11:13 which has nvevpa
aywov rather than ayaba. Hagner thinks that
"These 'good things' can be thought of as the
eschatological blessings that accompany the
presence of the kingdom (cf. Luke's 'Holy
Spirit"), so that the work of the disciples in
proclaiming the kingdom is primarily in view,
or alternatively the more ordinary and ongoing
needs of the disciples (cf. 6:32-33)." Cf. Jas
1:17

Verse 12

"It is from this saying and that of 22:37-40 that
love became the dominant theme of the
Christian ethic... If the ethics of the kingdom
of God anticipate the coming future in the
present, then this is especially true of the ethic
of the golden rule, which is the distillation of
kingdom ethics. If this teaching of Jesus were
to be lived out in the world, the whole system
of evil would be dramatically shaken. Even if
it were to be manifested seriously in the
Church, its impact would be incalculable. In
this sublime command, so simple and yet so
deep, we encounter a challenge central to the
purposes of God and therefore one that is also
eschatological in tone. No other teaching is so
readily identified with Jesus; no other teaching
is so central to the righteousness of the
kingdom and the practice of discipleship.”
Hagner.

[Tévto ovv doa v AN TE Tva mowdoty DUV ol
GvOpwmot, obtwg Koi VUEG molElte v ToiC
0UT0G Yap €0tV O VOLOG KOl 01 TPOPTTaLL.

Verses 13-27

‘Therefore' probably refers back to the whole
of the preceding sermon — though our Father's
care for us should act as a motive to careful
concern for others. The lack of clarity
concerning the connection with what precedes
is probably responsible for the omission of ovv
from a few MSS (x* L sy” bo™).

06c0¢g, M, ov as much as, how much, 6cog
av, 6cog éav whoever

Oche  wish, will

oVvtwg and ovtw thus, in this way

"The concluding section of the sermon is taken
up with impressing on the hearers the
difference between real and merely nominal
discipleship." Morris.

"Jesus began his sermon with unqualified
tenderness, embracing in the Blessings those
who felt least embraceable. He concludes with
unqualified toughness, warning us that his
sermon is not an intellectual option, a set of
suggestions we may take or leave, one
philosophy among many others, but that it is
the exclusive way to life." FD Bruner.

"The golden rule is found in some form or
another in a variety of religions, mostly in the
negative: 'Do not do to others what you would
not like them to do to you.' Jesus, however,
enunciates this rule in positive form, and
appears to have been the first to do so; his
followers are to be active in doing good to
others." Morris.

Verse 13

EicélOate d1a tig oteviig moAng: 6Tt mhoteia 1)
TOAN Kol E0PLY®POG 1) 050G 1| ATTdyovGa. €iC
MV andAclay, Kol ToAloi gioty ol
glogpyopevol St avtig:

vopog, ov m law

"Elsewhere Jesus says that the law and the
prophets 'hang’ on the two commandments to
love God and one's neighbour (22:40), which
is another way of saying the same thing. Both
ways of putting it totally exclude selfishness
and stress a proper attitude of love and care for
others. The person who constantly lives
according to the golden rule is keeping all the
regulations in Scripture directing one's conduct
towards other people.” Morris.

gioéMOate Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
glogpyopon enter, go in, come in

OTEVOG, 1, OV harrow

moln, ng f gate, door

TG, €10, v wide

1M woAn is omitted by a few MSS, including x*

gvpuywpog, ov wide, roomy

NASV translates as 'easy' but this is not a good
translation. The point is not that this way is
easy but that it is easy to be found in this way.

06og, ov f way, path, road, journey

arnayo lead

anolen, ag f destruction, utter ruin

TOAVG, TOAAN, TOAV gEN ToALOL, NG, OV
much, many
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The relationship between the 'gate’ and the
‘path’ or ‘way' is the subject of much
controversy. Some think that the gate is at the
end of the path and is the entrance into glory.
Others think that gate and path are poetic
parallels for the same demand to go Christ's
way. Bruner sums up the 'traditional’ (see
Pilgrim's Progress) and perhaps most natural
interpretation. "Jesus is appealing both for an
evangelical decision (the gate) and for an
ethical endurance (the way). Taken together,
then, the narrow gate and the tough way are
simply the difficult choice for Jesus and the
constantly challenging decisions for
discipleship to him." Cf. Luke 13:24.

The metaphor of the 'two ways' was common
in Jewish, Hellenistic and early Christian
writings.

No-one drifts into this way by accident. "The
way taught by Jesus, upon which the disciples
are invited to travel, is inestimably superior
despite the various demands it puts upon its
travellers. If it is a rigorous way, it is
unmistakably also a way of grace. The
disciples are not to worry that they are the
minority, the few over against the many. It is
not the point of the passage to speculate over
the number who are saved or lost. The concern
is the challenge afforded by discipleship. But
the disciples are not to worry that their path
involves the rigours of discipleship as well as
the experience of suffering, sacrifice and
persecution. For they, by the grace of God,
have found the way to life; they are the
privileged." Hagner.

Verse 14

4t otevn 1) TOAN Kol TeOAppévn 1 6306 1
amdyovoa gig v {mnv, kal oAiyol giciv ol
e0pioKovTEG AVTNV.

Instead of 11 otevn, some MSS, followed by
TR have o6t1 otevn. Tt is probably "a Semitism
(cf. Ps 139:17) not understood by some
copyists who proceeded to add the omicron
making 6ti." Hagner.

7N wokn is omitted by some MSS, though in this
case by a number of cursives.

teBlupévn  Verb, perf pass ptc, f nom s
OMPo press hard, crush

"The verb ... conveys the basic idea of pressing
(which can lead to the thought of affliction);
here it is that of compression and thus
narrowness. The perfect points to a continuing
state. It is not the obvious opposite to 'broad,’
and perhaps we should detect an allusion to the
persecutions that are part and parcel of the
Christian life." Morris. Cf. Acts 14:22.
Hagner says, "Given the context of the
preceding ethical teaching of the sermon, the
radical character of discipleship is in view."

Com, ng T life
oAyog, m, ov little, small; pl. few
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